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Vardon School Newsletter

19" November 2009
No. 18/09

On behalf of Vardon School staff

and children we would Ilike to
welcome the following children to our
school:

Dear Parents/Caregivers
Tena Koutou Katoa
Nga mihi atu kia Koutou i teenei waa

Room 5 Shaun Prall

From The Princtpal's Desk Room 5 Josnus Gl

Greetings to you all

I would like to start this column by celebrating some fantastic learning that has taken place this year. As part
of the school review Mrs Gribben and Mrs Paton have been analysing the Numeracy Assessment Data for
the year. It is pleasing to see that as a school we have made significant gains in learning for students in all
year groups. At the beginning of this year we had 58% of students achieving ‘below the expected’ levels, we
have significantly reduced that to 16% at the end of the year. We have also increased the percentage of
those students achieving ‘above their expected level’ from 3.5% at the beginning of the year to 17%. This
shows we are meeting the needs of the students at both ends of the learning spectrum. Congratulations to
the teaching staff, teacher aides included, and the students for all your hard work. We will continue to focus
on supporting those students who are achieving below and further reduce that percentage. Next time I hope
to report on similar improvements for reading.

Congratulations must also go to all the students who participated in the Athletics days last week. It was great
to see everyone ‘giving it a go’ and enjoying the day. It was also great to see so many parents supporting
their children. We have selected a team of Middle and Senior students to represent our school at the Inter-
schools on the 25" of November, we always need parental support for this day. Thanks Mrs Paraha for all
your hard work organizing the day.

On the 12" of November the Waikato Times Printed an article entitled ‘Cuts for Schools?” It outlined
recommendations from Treasury for spending cuts to education. One proposal that caused me real
concern is the reduction of teachers and therefore the increase in class sizes. The Minister is still
considering the report. I have recently visited education systems where the class sizes are well into the
thirties. The quality of learning taking place in those classes was poor compared to the focused needs based
learning that New Zealand learners have. It is critical that as parents we clearly signal to our politicians that
we will not tolerate or accept this type of short-sighted recommendation from a government department that
only thinks in terms of dollars and cents.

Good luck to all those students participating in sport this week, awesome effort All Whites and go the All
Blacks.

Marcus Freke
Principal

SCHOOL LEAVERS ASSEMBLY/CAROL SERVICE - TUESDAY 15™ DECEMBER

Our School Leavers Assembly/Carol Service will be held in the School Hall, Tuesday
15™ December, 9:10AM - 10:40AM. All parents are welcome. Every year, families of
Vardon School are invited to donate to a worthy cause. This year we have chosen a
local Food Bank run through Scots Church. Non-perishable food items and Christmas
Stocking fillers may be left at the School Office. These donations are then brought
forward during an item at the Assembly .
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In follow-up from the Quest/onna/'re it was identified that the community would like to receive
specific information from the BOT under an individual heading in our fortnightly Newsletter. We
thought this feedback was an excellent idea and will commence our 'BOT News’ article in our next
Newsletter dated 3° December 2009.

Orientatiom morning fon children enrolled at Magroa Intermediate

On Monday 23 November all children that are currently formally enrolled at Maeroa
Intermediate for 2010 are invited to attend an orientation morning from 9am to 11.40am. It is
an opportunity for students to meet the teachers and staff of Maeroa Intermediate and for the
teachers and staft to get to know your child.

The day will start with a Powhiri and the students will then be placed into groups and move
off into the various departments where they will have a ‘taste’ of the tech/arts programme.
Children will need to take their morning tea with them for the day.

It is important to note that parents must attend this morning with their child or have
made prior arrangements with Maeroa Intermediate as no teacher will be
accompanying them on the day. It is also important to let the office know if your child
Is attending the Orientation morning so that we can record their absence accordingly.

600D LUCK UNMP-JAM TEAM

Our Jump Jam teams head to Auckland this Friday to compete in the
Nationals. Our girl's team compete Friday night and the boys team

on Saturday.

Miss Aukett and Mrs Parkinson have worked incredibly hard to

make sure that our teams will perform at their very best. We wish

them well and would like to take this opportunity to thank all the

families involved and the school community for their incredible support with
time, money and effort in our fundraising endeavours.
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Our annual Hui for parents and caregivers of Maori children attending Vardon School is
in the Vardon School Staffroom - Tuesday 24" November at 7.00pm.

This Hui will celebrate successes in 2009, report on achievement of all Maori students and look at
future directions to support tamariki learning at Vardon School. The Kapahaka group will be
performing at this evening.



peerscnool Athletics

These children are some of our star athletes who will be off to the Interschool Athletics next
Wednesday 25" of November.
It was fantastic to see ALL children trying their best and giving all events a go at the Vardon School
Senior and Middle Athletics day. Thank you to our teachers, St Andrew’s Middle School students
who helped on the day and our parents for their support and encouragement.

60m Sprints 100m Sprints 200m Sprints Distance Throw High Jump Long Jump
8yr old Jacob Houghton | Jack Chaplow Jacob Houghton KostonEdwards Jacob Houghton | Jack Chaplow
boys Khody Winaka Harold Collins Jack Chaplow Tythys Winaka Sean Thacker | JacobHoughton
- . TaylorKate . .
8yrold | Jessica Hale Chili Matson Chili Matson Andrews Georgia Candy | Jamie Foster
girls Jamie Foster Zahle Bannister Jamie Foster . Jamie Foster Bayley Guilford
Zahle Bannister
. - S Ighsaan Ighsaan Abrahams
9yrold | Jacob Hastings BlakeWhitley Vili Vea Bedir Asici Abrahams
boys Ighsaan Abrahams Metui Tauaika Jacob Hastings Vili Vea . Daniel Lister Jones
Jacob Hastings
SabrinaTumata SabrinaTumata | Heidi Thomas
9vr old Sapphire Willson | Lane Sarah Forbes BobbiTupuailei Lane
i?js Naytcha Marshal BobbiAllen Shyla Paikea
g Heidi Thomas Tahu Heidi Thomas China Timo Tupuailei
Sarah Forbes Sarah Forbes
Santanalumata Taylor Blackwell AJ Mulipola Joshua Mafi . Taylor Blackwell
Jessie Johnson
10 yr Lane
old boys Maekara Maekara Santanalumata- Reef Matson Santanalumata
AJ Mulipola Mauriohooho Mauriohooho Lane Lane
Tayla Baylie Michaela Foster Michaela Foster Cla"n_e Ngatai Michaela Foster Michaela Foster
10 yr Morrison
old girls Kanii Werahiko Kanii Werahiko Laureth Chapman . Kanii Werahiko Emalyng
Alyiah ForeKarena Naisogofceva
Szymon Szymon Szymon
11 yr Poborowski Szymon Poborowsk Alex Frank Poborowski Alex Frank Poborowski
old boys Bailley Roberts Bailley Roberts Bailey Roberts | Billy Staines
Alex Frank y y Alex Frank y y
11 yr GraceEva Kerapa | Ashleigh Reed Carm Tupuailei GraceEva Kerapa Kayla Polley Carm Tupuailei
old girls Kayla Polley Carm Tupuailei Kayla Polley Kelly Nikora Eé?;ggva Susan Rangi

Jump Rope for Heart Prizes
Our prizes have FINALLY arrived and will be given out this week! J
Thank you for your patience and supporting the Heart Foundation.

House for rent
Three Bedroom newly renovated house. Brand new carpets, kitchen appliances — gas hob, electric oven, range hood,
dishwasher. Gas heating. Polished floor boards. Lovely patio deck. Ph Allan on 0275 760 838.

Selheol Sum [rafs

As per our School Policy 70, SUN SAFE all children, when they are in the school grounds, are to wear a sun hat. This
policy is implemented in the summer, that is, for the duration of Term 1 and Term 4. Suitable hats are defined as giving
protection to the face, neck and ears. Sun hats are available for purchase from the school office at a cost of $5 per hat.

We look forward to seeing your child/ren sun safe and wearing a hat. Children without a hat will be required to be in the
shade during playtime and lunchtime.




CLASSES FOR YEAR 2010 |

If your child/ren will not be attending Vardon School next year, please complete the form at the end of this page
and return to the School Office.

If you have pre-schoolers aged 4, who will be attending Vardon School next year, and have not yet
enrolled, please do so as soon as possible.

TERM DATES FOR 2009- 2010
Term4  Monday 12" October 2009 i Wednesday 16" December 2009
2010

Thursday 1% April 2010

Friday 2™ July 2010

Friday 24™ September 2010
Wednesday 15" December 2010

Term1  Tuesday 2" February 2010
Term2  Monday 19" April 2010
Term3  Monday 19" July 2010

'
'
'
Term4  Monday 11" October 2010 i

CRICKET

@ VARDON SCHOOL CRICKET CLUB

Cricket is now wellnderway and the children representing the school are doing so with great pride and
enthusiasm. A BIG thank you to Brayden Gaylor, who is assisting his Dad in coaching the Y4 Pirates team
and using the skills he has learnt over his years of playing ctaketip build the skills of the players in

this team.

Thank you also to the many parents and families who support the players at their Friday night games.
This is a great way to wind down from the week and spend quality time with their children amd the
friends. Results for the lastvo weeks games are as follows:

Y1/2/3 Kiwi Gladiatorsz Coached by Wayne Prall

Friday 06/11/09 BYE

Friday 13/11/09 vs Te Kowhai Green Caps LOST 587 Batting P.O.D was Toby Hafliger
Bowling P.O.D was Levi Garmonsway

Y4 Pirateg. Coached by Stuart Gaylor & Brayden Gaylor

Friday 06/11/09 vs St Columika a LOS®8-75 P.O.D was Oliver Righiels

Friday 13/11/09 vs West Hamilton United LOST 993 Batting P.O.D was Jack Chaplow
Bowling P.O.D was Aimee Cidpoko

Keep up the great workJ

Michelle Gaylor

Vardon School Cricket Gardinator

| SCHOOL FOR 2010 |

Chil dos Name School for 2010

My child/ren;

Signed:




SAMS PTA Market Day
Saturday 21st November

9am-1pm, St Andrews Middle School,
90 Heath Street, ph 849 2819

y:
FOOD ON SALE - Korean food stalls, Sausage Sizzle/Bacon+Egg sandwiches, Candy Floss, Toffee Apples, lollies, drinks,
chips etc
RIDES - Mini Jeeps, Bouncy Castle, Giant Slides, Aeroplane rides, Gladiator Poles, Police car rides, Fire Engine
STALLS - Quality used clothing and books, Craft stalls, PixiFoto, Face Painting, Tattoos, Jewellery

RAFFLES, CAKES, COFFEE/TEA, PLANTS, WHITE ELEPHANT, FUN GAMES and much more i come along for a
FUN FAMILY DAY OUT i check out the new playground J

FOR SALE.....St Andrews Middle School uniform, 1 t-shirt size 14, 2 pairs of shorts size
20, 2 pairs of long pants size 20 and 1 woollen Jersey size 40.
All in excellent condition, available now $150. Call or txt Kathryn 027 406 7356.

New Entrants School Visits
If you have a child that will be starting at Vardon School in February 2010, we are pleased to
inform you that we have an afternoon for children and parents to visit on the following day:

Wednesday 2"° December from 1.30pm to 3.00pm

If you would like to attend please phone 07 849 2451 or call into the school office. Parents
must accompany their children to these visits. Please note that this is the last New
Entrant School visit for 2009.

COMMUNITY NEWS
e Te Rapa Early Education Centre Kindergarten has vacancies for 3-5year olds.
We offer 20 ECE free hours, have trained teachers and offer quality early childhood education.
We are open 7.30-5.30 Monday-Friday.
All enquires to Wendy 8497693 or visit us at 76 Vickery Street.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Monday 23" November Maeroa Orientation morning
Tuesday 24" November Hui

Wednesday 2" December Pre-School Visit

Monday 7" December PTA Meeting

Tuesday 8" December End of Year Morning Tea
Tuesday 8" December BoT Meeting

Thursday 10" December Xmas Disco

Tuesday 15™ December Break Up Carol Service

Wednesday 16 December Last day of school for 2009 FINISH AT 12.30PM

Kind regards

[ia)
NN~ —_—
/

\J

Marcus Freke
Principal



Can you give us 5
hours this term

and 5 hours next

term to help with
the Vardon
School Gala i
March 2010?

Vardon School PTA are seeking help with the preparations for

our major, fun filled event - The Vardon School Gala. If
you could contribute 5 hours as part of a team before the
school year finishes to help prepare for this event and another
5 hours next year you would be a champion.

We have 5 teams in total focused on individual projects from
stalls, food, activities, rides and marketing, each with their
own team leader. We need support crew for each of the teams,
you do not have to be a member of the PTA, you can just
volunteer to help with this project.

The PTA is a great group of parents all willing to do great
things for the children of Vardon so join in and you will be
surprised by what can be achieved from many hands.

To register your interest just complete the form below and
hand it into the school office or ring/text Donna on 027 4940
282 or Ali on 027 222 6333 or Denise on 027 484 6764.
Otherwise email:- donna@bell-booth.co.nz.

Consider me a member of the Vardon School Gala
Committee.

Name/s:
Phone: Work:
Mobile:

Email:




Help us

WIN

$10,000

Collect the blue UNICEF logos
from SunRice packs and hand
them in to the school office
before 30th November 2000.

s ta

SunRice has joined forces with UNICEF Australia to support a program in the Pacific
Islands to help prevent children dying from preventable disease. We are working
together on an immunisation program that covers 900,000 children across 14
economically disadvantaged countries.

To help support this program, SunRice have established a competition — children
helping children — which commenced on the 19" October and runs until the 30"
November 2009.

SunRice are giving one lucky New Zealand primary school the chance to win $10,000.
The winning school will be the one that collects the most blue UNICEF logos from
SunRice products on a student pro-rata basis. That means all schools get a fair go,
regardless of student numbers.

The next top five schools throughout New Zealand will each win a $2,000 Rebel Sport
Voucher.

You can help your primary school win by collecting the blue UNICEF logos on SunRice
packs and sending them to school with your children.

For more information, go online to www.sunricedifference.co.nz



St Nicks Christmas Tree Farm

St Nicks Christmas Tree Farm is at 79 Te Kowhai Road in Te Rapa. We offer a weekend
delivery service for Christmas tre es. Come and select your tree or tag one for delivery. The
Christmas Tree Farm is open from 9 am T 9pm 7 days a week. Please complete and bring your
flyer (attached) with you and we will donate $1.00 to your school for each tree purchased.

School
Name

Address

Your Family Name

Availab

Open the last weekend in November
from 9 am— 9 pm

Beautiful natural and hand shaped trees
Phone 0274 764 525




