
 
 

 

Vardon School Newsletter 
5th November 2009 
No. 17/09 

 
Dear Parents/Caregivers 

Tena Koutou Katoa 
Nga mihi atu kia Koutou i teenei waa 
 

 
Greetings to you all 

 

Term four is in full swing and as usual there are lots of things going on.  Our teachers are working extremely hard 
administering a range of assessments so the information presented in your childôs report is current and you have a clear 

understanding of how your childôs learning is progressing.  The data from the assessments is used in a number of ways.  
It has a Formative purpose, that means the teachers use it to identify what each childôs needs are and plan accordingly 

and secondly it is used for Summative purposes.  This means it is collated and presented to the staff and Board.  We can 

identify trends in learning across the school; make comparisons between year groups, gender and ethnicity.  This in turn 
helps the Board to determine resourcing for the following year.  Finally as I have said it is used to report to the 

parents/caregivers and students about how they are progressing with their learning.   
 

As many of you are probably aware our studentôs achievements are measured against school óbenchmarksô.  Our 
benchmarks are the same as the National Standards recently introduced by the National Government.  This means that if 

your child is achieving ñat the expected levelò they are doing so in comparison to all students of that age in New Zealand.  

Is this an important comparison?  Not really.  The most important thing for you to know as parents is that your child is 
working to their potential and making progress in their learning. 

 
We have two important days coming up next week. The Schoolôs Athletic Days which are on Wednesday 11th and 

Thursday 12th November. The children have been training very hard and are looking forward to competing and having a 

great day.  We look forward to seeing you all at school supporting your child/ren.   
 

The following week our Jump Jam teams are off to Auckland to compete in the Nationals.  We have high hopes they will 
get a place and continue the legacy started last year. 

 

Donôt forget we are still collecting Fly Buys card numbers.  This initiative has the potential to be a great fund-raiser for 
our school so keep on to your friends and family to get signed up with Vardon School. 

 
Good luck to all those students involved in sport this week and go the ABs. 

 
Marcus Freke 

Principal 

 

 
 

This is to remind you that if your child is not going to attend school on a particular day, then 
please notify the office on 07 849 2451 or text the school mobile phone on 0277 490 035 by 9 
am that day. This must be done for every day your child is away. For safety and attendance 
reasons, it is important that parents and teachers know where child/ren are. 
If the school has not been advised that a child is absent from school, the office will endeavour to 
contact the parent or caregiver. If no contact is made by the family for three days then S.A.S.H 
(Truancy) will be notified and they will complete a home visit. 
Please help by contacting the school each day when your child is away. 
 

On behalf of Vardon School staff 
and children we would like to 
welcome the following children to our 
school: 
 

Room 6     Jaden Cumming 
Room 6     Kasiti Taikato Ball 

 
  

      



 
 

The Hearing and Vision Technician will be at our school on Friday 13th November. If 
you have concerns about your childôs hearing or vision and would like them to see the 
Vision Hearing Technician, please let your classroom teacher know. 

 

 
On Monday 23rd November all children that are currently formally enrolled at Maeroa 
Intermediate for 2010 are invited to attend an orientation morning from 9am to 11.40am. It is 
an opportunity for students to meet the teachers and staff of Maeroa Intermediate and for the 
teachers and staff to get to know your child. 
 
The day will start with a Powhiri and the students will then be placed into groups and move 
off into the various departments where they will have a ôtasteõ of the tech/arts programme. 
Children will need to take their morning tea with them for the day. 
 
It is important to note that parents must attend this morning  with their child or have 
made prior arrangements with Maeroa Intermediate as no teacher will be 
accompanying them on the day. It is also important to let the office know if your child 
is attending the Orientation morning so that we can record their absence accordingly. 

   

 
A detailed notice on the Middle and Senior Athletics Day was sent home with your 
child earlier this week. Please refer to this for details and times of events. Your child 
will require the following:- 

 Sun hat 
 Drink bottle 
 Substantial lunch 
 A warm jumper/jacket 
 Sunscreen 

We would love you to join us on this day and look forward to seeing you there. If you 
can help in any way, please complete the form attached to the notice and return to 
the School Office or Mrs Paraha (Rm 8) by Tuesday 10th November. 
 

 
If you missed out on ordering a DVD of our wonderful production ï óThe Enchanted Libraryô and 
would still like to purchase one, please complete the form below and return to the school office with 
payment. 

 

-----------------------------------------------------------------" ------------------------------------- 
 
I would like to purchase an edited DVD of the production óThe Enchanted Libraryô 
 
Name_________________________  Contact Phone Number_____________ 
 
Childôs Name____________________  Room No________ 
 
Payment of $25 enclosed. 



 

 
 

Only 19 tickets left  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

night out 

CHESS TOURNAMENT 
On Friday 23 rd  of October, eight  students from Var don School participated in a chess 

tournament against Hukanui School.   We played three  games of chess which lasted 10 

minutes and the school with the most wins were the winners of the tournament.   

Unfortunately we did not win as a whole school, but I can p roudly say that I won all of 

my chess games and we all had a lot of fun.    

By Irfan Noori, Room 15 
 

 

 

Please help us get our Jump Jam Teams to the National 
Competition  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Join us for a great Movie ï óNorth Faceò at Victoria Cinema and help 
us fundraise for these committed kids. 

Cost: $25.00 (includes ticket, glass of wine & nibbles) 
Quick Fire Raffles on the night!!! 

Prizes include: 
Lonestar Vouchers, Breville Kettle and Toaster Set and Hand Made 

Jewellery. 

10 November 2009 ï 7 pm 
Tickets available from the School Office 

 

 

The Jump Jam Teams will be fundraising on Athletics Day 
(Wednesday 11th November) by selling juicies at lunchtime! The 

cost will be $1.00 each and they will be available from the quad area. 



 
 

Our annual Hui for parents and caregivers of Maori children attending Vardon School is 
in the Vardon School Staffroom - Tuesday 24th November at 7.00pm.  
 
This Hui will celebrate successes in 2009, report on achievement of all Maori students and look at 
future directions to support tamariki learning at Vardon School. The Kapahaka group will be 
performing at this evening. 

 
 

VARDON SCHOOL CRICKET CLUB  
 
 

Cricket has started at Vardon School for another season with excellent support for the two teams that we have 
representing the School.  Thank you to Wayne Prall who is the coach of the Vardon Kiwi (Y1/2/3) Gladiators and 
Stuart Gaylor who is responsible for the Vardon (Y4) Pirates. 
Both teams had great wins for their first games played on Friday night and the support from parents and friends at 
the games was awesome.  It really makes a difference to the children to know that they have support from the 
sideline. 

Results for the first games were: 

VARDON TEAM PLAYED AGAINST RESULTS PLAYER OF THE DAY 

Y1/2/3 Kiwi Gladiators Te Kowhai J3 Won 
69 to 36 

Bowling ς Amish Kumar 
Batting ς George Chaplow 

Y4 Pirates Hamilton West Knights Won 
97 to 88 

Mikaela Ford 

 
All the children played with a lot of enthusiasm and are looking forward to their next game. 

 

Keep up the great work!  J 

Michelle Gaylor 
Vardon School Cricket Co-ordinator 

 
 

SAMS PTA Market Day 
Saturday 21st November 

 

9am-1pm, St Andrews Middle School, 
90 Heath Street, ph 849 2819 

 
 

FOOD ON SALE - Korean food stalls, Sausage Sizzle/Bacon+Egg sandwiches, Candy Floss, Toffee Apples, lollies, drinks, 

chips etc 
RIDES  - Mini Jeeps, Bouncy Castle, Giant Slides, Aeroplane rides, Gladiator Poles, Police car rides, Fire Engine 

STALLS  - Quality used clothing and books, Craft stalls, PixiFoto, Face Painting, Tattoos, Jewellery 
 

RAFFLES, CAKES, COFFEE/TEA, PLANTS, WHITE ELEPHANT, FUN GAMES and much more ï come along for a 
FUN FAMILY DAY OUT ï check out the new playground J 

 

 

FOR SALE.....St Andrews Middle School uniform, 1 t-shirt size 14, 2 pairs of shorts size 
20, 2 pairs of long pants size 20 and 1 woollen Jersey size 40.  
All in excellent condition, available now $150. Call or txt Kathryn 027 406 7356.     
 



 
If you have any girls or boys long pants and/or shorts at home that you no longer 
need, we would really appreciate them. We daily have children coming to the office 
and for whatever reason, requiring a change of clothes. These clothes can be left at 
the school office. Thank you for your support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 St Andrews ñPaddock to Plateò fresh produce twilight market. Wednesday Evenings September ï March from 

5.30 pm to 9.00 pm. If you would like to set up a stall please contact Corrin Bennett-Van Der Nest, Farmers 

Market Co-Ordinator on 849 9041 or 021 321 329 or danest@clear.net.nz 
 Homestays required for a Japanese group that will be attending St Andrews Middle School.  

They will arrive 10th December until 19th December.  If you are interested please phone Shirley 8492727 or 

0212 381680. 

 St Peters Tennis Club in Hamilton (Palmerston Street) invites all aspiring tennis players (from beginners 

through to experienced) to join in our Friday Night Junior Club Night.  

Junior Club Night runs in both Terms 4 and 1 with experienced Coaching staff from Southern Pacific Tennis.  
For further information please feel free to contact the club on the following number - 07 839 3513 

 Te Rapa Early Education Centre Kindergarten has vacancies for 3-5year olds. 

  We offer 20 ECE free hours, have trained teachers and offer quality early childhood education. 

  We are open 7.30-5.30 Monday-Friday. 

  All enquires to Wendy 8497693 or visit us at 76 Vickery Street. 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Wednesday 11th November  Middle & Senior Athletics 

Thursday 12th November  Junior Athletics 

Tuesday 17th November   BoT Meeting 
Wednesday 18th November  óNew Parentsô to Vardon School Open Morning 

Monday 23rd November   Maeroa Orientation morning 
Tuesday 24th November   Hui 

Wednesday 2nd December  Pre-School Visit 
Monday 7th December   PTA Meeting 

Tuesday 8th December   End of Year Morning Tea 

Tuesday 8th December   BoT Meeting 
Thursday 10th December   Xmas Disco 

Tuesday 15th December   Break Up Carol Service 
Wednesday 16th December Last day of school for 2009   

 

Kind regards 

       
Marcus Freke 

Principal 
 

New Entrants School Visits 
If you have a child that will be starting at Vardon School in February 2010, we are pleased to 
inform you that we have an afternoon for children and parents to visit on the following day: 

 
Wednesday 2nd December from 1.30pm to 3.00pm 

 
  If you would like to attend please phone 07 849 2451 or call into the school office. Parents 
must accompany their children to these visits. Please note that this is the last New 

Entrant School visit for 2009. 
 
 

WINNER OF JUMP JAM RAFFLE 

 
THE WINNER OF THE JUMP JAM HAIR 

PRODUCT RAFFLE WASéééé 
MR PEACHEY. 

 
NOW MR PEACHEY CAN COME TO SCHOOL 

SPORTING THE LATEST HAIR STYLES 

USING TOP PRODUCTS FROM RODNEY 
WAYNE HAIR SALON. 

GO MR PEACHEY. 
 

mailto:danest@clear.net.nz


 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Can you give us 5 

hours this term 

and 5 hours next 

term to help with 
the Vardon 

School Gala ï
March 2010? 

 
 

Vardon School PTA are seeking help with the preparations for 

our major, fun filled event - The Vardon School Gala.  If 

you could contribute 5 hours as part of a team before the 
school year finishes to help prepare for this event and another 
5 hours next year you would be a champion. 
We have 5 teams in total focused on individual projects from 
stalls, food, activities, rides and marketing, each with their 
own team leader. We need support crew for each of the teams, 
you do not have to be a member of the PTA, you can just 
volunteer to help with this project. 
The PTA is a great group of parents all willing to do great 
things for the children of Vardon so join in and you will be 
surprised by what can be achieved from many hands. 
To register your interest just complete the form below and 
hand it into the school office or ring/text Donna on 027 4940 
282 or Ali on 027 222 6333 or Denise on 027 484 6764.  
Otherwise email:- donna@bell-booth.co.nz. 

Consider me a member of the Vardon School Gala 
Committee. 
Name/s:______________________________________________  
Phone:_______________ Work:_______________________   
Mobile:______________ 
Email:___________________________ 
_____________________________________________________
__________ 

 



 

 
 

SunRice has joined forces with UNICEF Australia to support a program in the Pacific 
Islands to help prevent children dying from preventable disease. We are working 
together on an immunisation program that covers 900,000 children across 14 
economically disadvantaged countries. 
 
To help support this program, SunRice have established a competition ï children 
helping children ï which commenced on the 19th October and runs until the 30th 
November 2009. 
 
SunRice are giving one lucky New Zealand primary school the chance to win $10,000. 
 
The winning school will be the one that collects the most blue UNICEF logos from 
SunRice products on a student pro-rata basis. That means all schools get a fair go, 
regardless of student numbers. 
 
The next top five schools throughout New Zealand will each win a $2,000 Rebel Sport 
Voucher. 
 
You can help your primary school win by collecting the blue UNICEF logos on SunRice 
packs and sending them to school with your children. 
 
For more information, go online to www.sunricedifference.co.nz                        

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 


