
 
 

 

Vardon School Newsletter 
22nd October 2009 

No. 16/09 

 
Dear Parents/Caregivers 

Tena Koutou Katoa 
Nga mihi atu kia Koutou i teenei waa 

 

 

 
Greetings to you all 
 
Welcome back to Term 4.  A special welcome to all the 
new families that have joined us this term. 
 
 I missed the last two weeks of Term 3 away on a study 
tour of South Africa, England and Malaysia, so it seems an 
age since I have written my column.  Consequently I have 
lots to comment on. The key message I got from observing three different education systems is we 
donôt know how lucky we are in New Zealand with the education system we have.  The principals I 
met were obsessed with preparing children for exams and getting good reviews.  Their systems are 
all about teaching and little to do with student learning.  It is important that in New Zealand we donôt 
follow a similar path.  The National Standards introduced earlier this year have the potential to have 
a similar impact on our education system.  It is up to us to not to allow this happen. 
 
A massive congratulation must go to everyone involved in the School Production óThe Enchanted 
Libraryô.  I watched the DVD last week when I got home and was óblown awayô by the talent on 
show.  Our production provided an opportunity for different students to shine and extend the actors 
and performers in our school.  I was also thrilled to hear the massive support from our school 
families and community.  I am sorry I missed it. 
 
Well done to the Vardon All-sorts Soccer team who played Allendale from Whakatane last term.  
Many of the players wouldnôt look out of place in a Phoenix jersey in few a years.  I hope that this 
becomes an annual event and that we might be able to travel there next year.   
 
Thanks to all the parents/caregivers who took the time to respond to our community survey.  Your 
feedback is valued as we use it to plan and prioritise for 2010.  In general the feedback was very 
positive but there was also some definite ófood for thoughtô for us. 
 
Term four is always an extremely busy term with lots of events and activities taking place.  It is 
important that we keep an eye on the school calendar and check bags for notices and information on 
whatôs happening.   
 
I hope everyone has a safe and enjoyable long weekend.  Good luck to all those involved in sport 
and go Waikato! 
 
Marcus Freke 
Principal 
 

On behalf of Vardon School staff 
and children we would like to 
welcome the following children to our 
school: 
 

Room 3     Marino Thorne 
Room 3     Roczen Juan  

Room 4     Julius Porima  
Room 6     Tristan Rangiawha 

Room 6     Monique Le Broq 
Room 6     Saphyre Haine 

Room 6     Jack Murray 

Room 6     Filipe Taufa 
Room 11   Elijah Smyth 

 
  

      



 

NEW WORLD FLY BUYS VENTURE 
Vardon School PTA has negotiated an exclusive arrangement with New World 

Te Rapa that will provide significant funds to support students, teachers and the 
parents of this outstanding school.   All we need is for Vardon School households to 

shop at New World Te Rapa and this will result in a donation to our school to the 
value of 5% of your receipt, from the first dollar spent.  

 
Hereôs all you have to do: 

1. Register your support by giving the School Office your Fly Buys card number 
and email address.  (If not a Fly Buys member ask at the School Office for a 

form or visit website wwww.flybuys.co.nz) 

2. Shop at New World (Te Rapa branch only) 

3. Produce your FLY BUYS card at time of payment 

4. Feel great about the money you have just contributed to the learning experience of your child/ren  
 

The first 100 supporters have been enrolled with New World Te Rapa already so a big thank you from the PTA. For more 
information please see either Tania or Janet at the School Office. Please remember to attach your childôs name and class 

number to the Fly Buys number as we are running a school competition ï the class that submits the most Fly Buys 

numbers WINS. Fundraising has never been this easy! 

 

 
 

The Mobile Dental Clinic will be resident at Vardon 
School towards the end of Term 4 (Week 7 or 8), 2009.  
 

Tiles for our Time Capsule Mosaic 
A group of children are designing an image that will represent Vardon School and our 
Time Capsule. This ópiece of artô will sit atop our Time Capsule lid located next to the 
Flag Pole in the school grounds.  We are going to do a mosaic image and we would 
love a supply of old tiles - any size or colour appreciated.  If you have any tiles or 

know of someone who does could you please bring them into the 
school office.   
 
Thank you 
Miss Ladd 
Teacher in charge of Art 
 

   

 
If you missed out on ordering a DVD of our wonderful production ï óThe Enchanted Libraryô and 
would still like to purchase one, please complete the form below and return to the school office with 
payment. 

 

-----------------------------------------------------------------" ------------------------------------- 
 
I would like to purchase an edited DVD of the production óThe Enchanted Libraryô 
 
Name_________________________  Contact Phone Number_____________ 
 
Childôs Name____________________  Room No________ 
 
Payment of $25 enclosed. 

      

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Our annual Hui for parents and caregivers of Maori children attending 
Vardon School is in the Vardon School Staffroom - Tuesday 24th November 
at 7.00pm.  
 
This Hui will celebrate successes in 2009, report on achievement of all Maori students 
and look at future directions to support tamariki learning at Vardon School. The 
Kapahaka group will be performing at this evening. 

As you may or may not be aware Vardon School has two Jump Jam teams who have 
qualified to compete  at the National Jump Jam Competition on the  

20-21st November.  The senior girls team (Vardon Divas) and the senior boys team  
(Switch Boys) have been practicing their routines since they were selected for their teams 

in Term 2. They have been working extremely hard to make sure their routines are 
perfect ! 

  
We have begun fundraising for costs incurred for costumes, transport, food and  

accommodation for these 20 awesome athletes.  We have hired the Victoria Cinema for 
a special screening of the new true story film -  ôNorth Faceõ which is about mountain 

climbing up the most dangerous rock face of the Alps.  The screening date will be  
November 10th at 7pm 

 and tickets are $25 which will include a glass of wine and nibbles.  There will also be a 
number of quick fire raffles happening on the evening with the opportunity to take 

home some fantastic prizes.  Tickets can be purchased from the school office! 
  

If you have any new or unused items or vouchers that could be donated to form a raffle, 
or part of a raffle for the evening it would be greatly appreciated.  We are also looking 
for generous sponsors (individuals or businesses) to sponsor a Jump Jam child.  
Please do not hesitate to contact the school office on 849 2451 if you can 

help in any way. 
Thank You from The Jump Jam Team 



 

CONGRATULATIONS Mr Peachey! 

A few weeks ago our athletes nominated Mr Peachey, our school Caretaker 

for the òVolunteer Coach of the Yearó award which is run by SPARC and 

Sport Wakaito every year. There were 4000 nominations New Zealand wide 

with Waikato topping the number of nominees at 680. Out of those 680 

approximately 30 made it to the Regional Finals and Mr Peachey was one of 

them. We celebrated the Awards Night with him, acknowledging all his hard 

work and sharing his success in making it to the Regional Finals. This year Mr 

Peachey has trained our keen runners for cross country, marathon 

competitions and Round the Bridges. Thank you so much Mr Peachey.  
 

 
 
 
ENROLMENT AT ST ANDREWS MIDDLE SCHOOL FOR  2010 
 
A reminder to parents of Year 6 students that limited spaces are available in the second of our newly 
created free digital classrooms and in our GATE class. These spaces have been filling fast. Please 
contact us promptly if you are considering this as an option for 2010 and talk to us about our daily 
bus service from you to us and back.  

 
 
 



 
FOR SALE.....St Andrews Middle School uniform, 1 t-shirt size 14, 2 pairs of shorts size 
20, 2 pairs of long pants size 20 and 1 woollen Jersey size 40.  
All in excellent condition, available now $150. Call or txt Kathryn 027 406 7356.     
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 St Andrews ñPaddock to Plateò fresh produce twilight market. Wednesday Evenings September ï March from 

5.30 pm to 9.00 pm. If you would like to set up a stall please contact Corrin Bennett-Van Der Nest, Farmers 
Market Co-Ordinator on 849 9041 or 021 321 329 or danest@clear.net.nz 

 Northwest Athletics - Keep your child/rens fitness up over summer by joining athletics at Vardon School.  

Northwest Athletics starts up again on Tuesday 20 October 2009 and runs for 6 weeks either side of Christmas.  
Fits in with the school terms. Last year we had a great number of parent support and we are asking for 

volunteers again.  If you are able to help with the training on the night or work behind the scenes as a 

committee member we would love to talk with you.   For details or to register your interest please contact either 
Alison Hayden 07 849 5945 or 027 3255 942 or caksnz@xtra.co.nz or Kelvin Blackwell 07 8491 720 or 027 378 

540 or kelvin.blackwell@genesisenergy.co.nz 
 Fairfield Amateur Athletic Club ï Porritt Stadium commencing Monday 12th October from 5.30 to 7.15pm. 

Children 3 to 14 years of age. Enquiries: Sandra Murray 856 8281 or visit www.sportsground.co.nz/fairfiledaa 
 Hinemoa Athletics Club has started its summer program.  Steele Park, Hamilton East on Thursdays at 5.45pm, 

and at Discovery Park, Flagstaff on Mondays 5.45pm.  Ages 4 to 11.  Ph James 8549509 or Barrie 8550295 

 Te Rapa Early Education Centre Kindergarten has vacancies for 3-5year olds. 

  We offer 20 ECE free hours, have trained teachers and offer quality early childhood education. 

  We are open 7.30-5.30 Monday-Friday. 
  All enquires to Wendy 8497693 or visit us at 76 Vickery Street. 

 
 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Thursday 22nd October   School Development Meeting 
Monday 26th October   Labour Day ï School closed 

Wednesday 28th October  Pre-School Visit  
Monday 2nd November   PTA Meeting 

Thursday 5th November   New Parents Evening 

Wednesday 11th November  Middle & Senior Athletics 
Thursday 12th November  Junior Athletics   

 
Kind regards 

       
Marcus Freke 
 

Principal 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

New Entrants School Visits 
If you have a child that will be starting in November/December, we are pleased to inform you that 

we have an afternoon for children and parents to visit on the following day: 
 

Wednesday 28th October from 1.30pm to 3.00pm 
 

  If you would like to attend please phone 07 849 2451 or call into the school office. Parents 
must accompany their children to these visits. 

 
 

Scholastic Book orders 
need to be in by Friday 

23rd October. 

mailto:danest@clear.net.nz
mailto:caksnz@xtra.co.nz
mailto:kelvin.blackwell@genesisenergy.co.nz


 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

                     
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
                         

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

At the Ohaupo Rugby Club  
Forkert Road  

Ohaupo  
 

Saturday 7th  November 2009   
5:00pm to 9.30pm  

 
Rain or shine!  

Professional Pyrotechnic Display at Dusk  
(approx. 9:15 pm)  

 
Major Sponsor:  

RSS Reinforcing Steel Supplies Ltd  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(N.B. No Alcohol or personal Fireworks permitted)  
For more information visit :  www.ohaupo.school.nz 

Adults $10.00  
Children $5.00  
Family $25.00  

(2 Adults and up to 3 children)  
High School Student with ID $5.00  

Pre -schoolers Free  

Featuring live entertainment from: 
 The Band: WINGMEN 
 
Plus our famous haunted house, side shows, 

food stalls, raffles, and novelty stalls.   
Come and join the great carnival atmosphere 

for the complete family night of fun and 
festivities. 


