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Dear Parents/Caregivers  
Tena Koutou Katoa  
Nga mihi atu kia Koutou i teenei waa  

 

 
Greetings to you all 

Thanks to all the parents/caregivers who were able to attend Parent/Teacher interviews last week.  I hope you found the 
conversations productive and that you understood how your child is going with their learning and ways you can support 

them.  If you were unable to attend last week please make contact with your childôs teacher to arrange a time to meet.  
Research shows that positive home/school partnerships have the biggest positive impact on student learning.  

 
Some of you may be aware that the National Government is introducing National Standards for Numeracy and Literacy to 

primary education to monitor progress and achievement for our students.  The government has established that NCEA 

Level 2 is the minimum level of achievement required for our children to get a job.  The National Standards are check -
points along the way to ensure that all students reach this level.   

 
At Vardon School we are already working toward the standards set by the National Government and Ministry of 

Education.  Our involvement in Numeracy and Literacy development contracts this year have meant that our teachers 

had been receiving focused professional development to ensure that the students are progressing toward the required 
standards. 

 
Vardon School also has excellent systems in place for data collection and school review which insures any students who 

are in danger of not meeting the standards at years 2, 4, and 6 are well supported.   
 

There has been a lot said in the media lately about Swine Flu.  It appears that it is now established in New Zealand and 

that it will only be a matter of time before cases start appearing in our community.  We have a flu epidemic every year.  
Last year toward the end of term two we had almost 30% of our children and teachers away for a week with a flu virus.  

The only way to slow the spread of flu viruses is to ensure good person al hygiene is practiced, particularly hand washing, 
and keeping children home when they are ill. Please read our Vardon School Board of Trustees statement on how to 

manage this pandemic below. 

 
Good luck to all those involved in sport this week and go the Magic and the All Blacks. 

 
Marcus Freke 

 
Swine Flu Pandemic  
 

With term holidays approaching and a number of families planning to travel, both overseas and 
around NZ, Vardon School is aware of the threat posed by the swine flu epidemic, particularly the 
risk posed by travellers returning as potential carriers. At this stage, the Ministry of Healthôs advice is 
that if staff and students are well and symptom free after returning from an affected area overseas 
they can return to school and do not need to remain at home for any period after arriving back in the 
country, or back to the home town/city. However, this may change in the coming weeks and families 
need to plan for this possibility.    The risk is that if an infected student returns to school and is in 
contact with other students and staff for even a day, the whole School could be closed for a week. 
The School Board asks you to carefully monitor your familyôs health closely as you return from 
overseas, or your trip within New Zealand, and if there are even the slightest flu symptoms, do not 
send your son or daughter back to school until you have first telephoned to check with your doctor, or 
alternatively check through the MOH Healthline 0800 611 116 
 
Vardon School Board of Trustees  

On behalf of Vardon School staff  
and children we would like to 
welcome the following children to 
our school:  
 

Room 6 Emma Wade 

Room 15 Jasmine Lammas 



 
 
 
 

 

Basic Facts -a-thon  
Last week  we started our  basic facts - a- thon  to raise funds to give classrooms 

extra equipment and activities above which we are funded for by the government, 

as well as to increase your childõs basic facts knowledge. 

The basic facts -a-thon which has the support of both the teaching staff and the 

PTA will run until  Friday 19 th  June with a basic facts quiz on that day . It is 

expected that basic facts will be the focus of home learning over this period .   

Letõs go number crazy!  
 

 

 
 

On Thursday 25 th June Vardon School will be holding a Cultural Festival 
evening in the School Hall  at 7 pm . This is to celebrate and showcase the many 
different cultures at our school including the Pa sifi ka and  Kapa Haka groups  
and the School choir . We hope you and your f amily will join us on this evening 
for an entertaining night. An invite will be coming home soon with your child 
informing you of more specific details on the night.  

 

Luge and G ondola!  
 
Five lucky children from Vardon School were selected to go on the Blue Light Leadership Day in 
Rotorua. The following is an article describing one of the many wonderful experiences they had on 
the day. 
 
Whoa! What? Where? One minute I was alright, then, I was totally freaked!! We were in the 
Gondola! We were almost to the top now. Arggah! I canôt see a thing, the window is completely 
fogged up! Oh well we are here. ñGrab a helmetò yells the instructor. I grab a medium size. It was a 
bright blue colour. It w as nearly my turn - Gulp! Can you imagine how you would fee l if you had to 
go down hill, all the way to the bottom of a mountain in a little mini G o-kart? NO! I donôt even know 
how to steer this thing! ñLetôs go!ò yells the Instructor! ñAhhh!ò I almost crashed! Oh my gosh!! Iôm 
going too fast! Whoa! I slow myself down. Oh No! Here comes a sharp turn! Just got it in time! 
ñHay!ò I yell as Cheyenne overtakes me. ñHa ha!ò She yells back! It was now a race! ñThis is soooo 
cool!ò ñI know!ò Cheyenne yells back. I come to a really curved edge. Awesome! But it was hard. I 
keep going and come to a sign that says: SLOW DOWN ALMOST TO THE END! 
I go to pull the br akes, but just as I do, Susan comes and pushes me forward so hard, that I went 
speeding down the hill!! ñArggah!ò I yell as I go whizzing past Cheyenne and overtake her! I come to 
the end. Soooo Awesome! I had just done the Luge!  
 

By Anthea Cameron  
Rm 14  

 
Sausage Sizzles ð Fundraising  
 
A big thankyou to all those in our School Community who supported our Sausage  Sizzles. 
The money raised will go towards the purchase of five more Piu Piu for the boys in the Kapa 
Haka group. THANK YOU.  

Updating Parent/Caregiver Details  
If you have had a change of address or work phone numbers please make sure the school office has the updated 

information.  It is essential for contacting parents/caregivers in an emergency.  
 



 
On Friday 5th June, Aniket Mistry, Nadia MacKenzie, Laureth and Charlie-
Grace Chapman, Anthea Cameron, Brayden Gaylor, Carm-Keri Tupuailei and 
Ethan Moynahan joined Mrs McBeth and Mr Chapman at Claudelands Park to 
participate in planting approximately 2500 Native Plants. This was a 
Hamilton City Council initiative to extend the Jubilee Bush area. 
There were lots of other  schools present and we all got stuck in to create 
our own special corner of óVardon School Native Bushô. The ground was hard 
and it was very cold so we really had to apply ourselves to get the plants in 
the ground. We planted trees and plants such as Kahikatea, Kowhai, Flax, 
Manuka and Kanuka, Pittosporums, Five Finger, Lace Barks, Lancewoods 
and many others. We also got to hold a óKoô traditional Maori digging stick. 
Some trees in the existing Jubilee Bush area are over 350 years old and it is 

hoped that the native trees planted by our children on this day will be around  for generations to 
come.  

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 

 

 

 

On June 5th World Environment Day, Vardon School 
students were invited to create a masterpiece from recycled 
materials.  The result?   A huge range of inventive creations 
from boats to robots to head bands to rocket boots to 
clothing!  We would like to thank everyone who put in the 
time and effort to celebrate this wonderful day.  It was 
fantastic to see so many designs from each of the  syndicates.  
Many of these designs are now displayed in our school library 
and office foyer so come and check them out!  



 

 
July 2009 Holiday Programme ð for Bright Sparks, Tall Poppies, Odd Bods, Creative 
Thinkers, High Flyers and Gifted and Talented Students. At Selwyn College, Kohimarama, 
Auckland . 8th ð 15 th July. Email: info@holidayseminars.co.nz  or call Jean Hendy -Harris on 09 
585 0111, 021 389 448 or view Website www.holidayseminars.co.nz  
 
 
 
 
 


