Vardon School Newsletter

4™ June 2009

No. 08/09 On behalf of Vardon School staff
and children we would like to
Dear Parents/Caregivers welcome the following children to

Tena Koutou Katoa our school:
Nga mihi atu kia Koutou i teenei waa
Room 6 Del Andrews
School Hours - School starts at 9.00am and finishes at 3.00pm. Room 6 Susanna Ou
Morning tea break is at 10.30 i 10.50am and lunchtime is 12.30 i 1.30pm. Room 6 Malachi Misa
Room 6 Aaron Yang

From The Princtpal's Desk o2 ey e a o A0s o
Room 13  Ighsaan Abrahams

Greetings to you all Room 14 Zeb Bradley

At our last Board of Trustees meeting Mrs Gribben our Junior Syndicate Leader presented our School Review Data for
March 2009. This data tells us where our children are in key learning areas at the start of the year. It provides detailed
information on the needs of our children as individuals and as a group. There has been a lot of talk in the media recent ly
about high percentages of male and Maori students failing in our education system. It is pleasing to see that at Vardon
School both the male and Maori students rate of achievement are on a par with their peers, meaning they are achieving

as well as ther e st of the school popul ati on. There ar gelow ihgrni f
ex pect e dthNimenaay And Literacy but this is to be expected.

Information from the School R eview also helps plan what professional learning our teachers will be involved in and how
we spend our school budget on learning resources. The learning focuses in our school this year are Numeracy and
Literacy. Our teachers are involved in two Ministry contracts designed to enhance teaching practice in Numeracy and
Literacy. Both contracts are helping us to develop strategies to target students who need support with their learning to
move them on.

The school review is repeated at the end of year and it is expected that the majority of students will be achievingd at t h «
e x pect eorhighery €he data taken from the March testing provides information about which areas to target to
ensure all students make progress in their learning.

Parent/teacher interviews provide you with an opportunitytot al k wi t h your <chil dbds teacher
going with their learning. A key outcome from the meeting should be a home/school partnership to continue to advance
your childés |l earning. I f you harem/edcheritdrview.ady done so p

The other piece of data we presented to the Board this month was the average attendance for Term 1 - 93% of our
students are here on any given day. Of those students absent most parents advise us why the child is away which is

very helpful. This means we have a very low incidence of truancy and we can account for most of the children in our
school . I dondt have any dabutd betieove 98% atigndance is ivary good, théwevartthere h i s
is still room for i mprovement. Thanks to Mrs McBeth for all her hard wo rk checking up on our children.

Congratulations to all those students who performed in the Kids for Kids choir last Monday at Founders Theatre. | hear it
was a wonderful performance and you did Vardon School proud. Thanks Mrs Williamson and Miss Miller for all your hard
work getting the choir together.

Good luck to all those students involved in winter sport this week and go the Magic.

Marcus Freke



PARENT / TEACHER INT ERVIEWS

We will be holding our Parent/Teacher Interviews on Tuesday, June 9" and Thursday, June 11" from 3.15PM - 8:30PM.
A bell will signal the beginning and end of each 15 minute interview time throughout the afternoon/evening. Parents
please be considerateto others and allow us to keep to our timetable.

Please complete the Parent/Teacher Interview form attached to this newsletter, ensuring that each child in your family
attending Vardon School has been recorded, as this will be a great help to us in filling in our master timetable, ensuring
no one is missed, avoiding double bookings and ensuring consecutive interview times, if requested.

We would like to keep to the following timetable in preparing for the forthcoming Parent/Teacher Interviews: -

a) Form, stating time -preference and child, returned to School by, 9:00AM, Friday 29 ™ May .
b) Interview times completed by the teacher and returned home by Friday 5 " June .
C) Parent/Teacher Interviews held Tuesday, June 9 " and Thursday, June 11 ™.

Updating Parent/Caregiver Details

If you have had a change of address or work phone numbers please make sure the school office has the updated
information. It is essential for contacting parents/caregivers in an emergency.

Vision Hearing _Technician

On Friday 5" June, the Hearing Vision Technican will be visiting our School to complete routine New Entrant
testing. If you have a concern about your childs hearing or vision and would like them to be tested , please
see their classroom teacher.

Basic Facts -a-thon

The week starting Monday 8 ™ June we are going to be holding a basic facts - a- thon to raise
funds to give classrooms extra equipment and activities above which we are funded for by the
government, as well as to i kmowlelgese your <chil dds
The basic facts -a-thon which has the support of both the teaching staff and the PTA, will be

taking place over a two week period from Monday 8 ™ June through to Friday 19 ™ June with a
basic facts quiz on Friday 19 ™ June. It is expected that b  asic facts will be the focus of home
learning over these two weeks. More information will be sent out next week including your
childbés basic facts to | earn and a sponsorship

Letds go number cr azy!

10

ra Sushi

We are now selling Sushi through the School Office There are snacks from $1.00 and meals up to $6.00.

The lunches from Sakura contain all the sustaining energy and nutrition for growing children without sugars or saturated

fats. Rice is a good source of complex carbohydrates and the omega-3 fatty acids from salmon and tuna are important
for brain development.

Lunches can be purchased each day by completing the Sakura Sushi Lunch Formobtained from the School Office. The
options are:

Chicken packi small $3.50 or large $6.00

Variety pack - small $3.50 or large $6.00 (selection from smoked chicken, teriyaki chicken, tuna, teriyaki salmon,
vegetables)

Large rice ball $1.50 (tuna or salmon)

Small rice ball $1.00 (tuna or salmon)

Eat well 7 live well



Congratulations f@apphire Wilsomho won the competition
to be alittle Piston for the Day!!!!!

Thank you to all the children who took part in this competition!

Sapphire was presented with her prize by Marie from Heathcote Appliances and two Waikato
Pistons basketball players . She won tickets to the game, led the Waikato Pistons onto the
court, place d the game ball on court, sa t on the Pistons bench for the game ANDt ook home a

Thank you to all those children who participated in the Wacky Hair
day. Many wonderful creations appeared on the day including the
OPink Ladi es®d Wenraisedh £162.80f fori tbeeWestpac
Waikato Air Ambulance (Rescue Helicopter).

Thank you for your support. You never know when you or
someone you know will need help from the Air Ambulance.
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On Thursday 25 ™ June Vardon School will be holding a Cultural Festival
evening in the School Hall . This is to celebrate and showcase the many
different cultures at our school including the Pacifica and Kapa Haka groups.
We hope you and your family will join us on this ev  ening for an entertaining
night. An invite will be coming home soon with your child informing you of more
specific details on the night.

INIED BVL KUY CONCELY

On Monday night our choir performed with Suzanne Prentice at the
Founders Theatre. |l t was once agali
Our choir sang and boogied for two hours and were a real credit to our
school. Stacey Fratton, a Vardon School pupil, was chosen to rock and roll
with the enormous alligator. She showed that she was a real groover.
Well done girls i you were all VARDON STARS!




