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21 st  May  200 9 

No. 07/09 
 

Dear Parents/Caregivers  
Tena Koutou Katoa  
Nga mihi atu kia Koutou i teenei waa  

 
School Hours  - School starts at 9.00am and finishes at 3.00pm. 

Morning tea break is at 10.30 ï 10.50am and lunchtime is 12.30 ï 1.30pm. 
 

 
 
Greetings to you all 

 
A special welcome goes out this week to three teacher trainees working in our school.  Hannah Moyle is teaching in 

Room 7, Beatrice Rameka is teaching in Room 9 and Warren Butler is teaching in Room 6.  We are extremely fortunate 
to have these people working in our school, sharing their ideas and supporting and guiding our childrenôs learning.  I 

know they will have a great experience at Vardon School. 

 
Our Family Day picnic was a fantastic event.  It was great to see so many parents at school enjo ying lunch with their 

children and joining in some games and lunch time activities.  Parents are welcome to come to school anytime and have 
lunch and run activities for children and it was great to see so many of you last Friday.  

 

Thanks to the hardy souls who came to the Thinking Curriculum evening.  The evening provided an excellent opportunity 
to get a better understanding of what a óThinking Curriculumô is and how it might look implemented in the classroom.   

We will be having a similar evening in Term 3 focusing on the Numeracy programme.  If there is anything we can do to 
make it easier for you to attend please let us know.  I know it is a struggle for some families to attend these evening 

functions but we believe it is important that parents/careg ivers know what and how their children are learning.  
Home/School partnerships play a critical role in supporting the learning of the students.    Our information evenings 

provide an opportunity for you to understand how you can be an effective part of the  partnership. 

 
Donôt forget Friday is Whacky Hair day.   The school is supporting the Air Ambulance with this fund-raising event and any 

small contribution is welcome.  I look forward to seeing some crazy ódosô this Friday. 
 

Good luck to all those involved in sport this week and go the Chiefs and the Magic!!  

 
Marcus Freke 

 
 

 
 

With the start of the new term it is timely to remind you that if your child is not going to attend 
school on a particular day, then please notify the office on 07 849 2451 or text the school mobile 
phone on 0277 490 035  by 9 am that day. This must be done for every day your child is away. 
For safety and attendance reasons, it is important that parents and teachers know where 
child / ren are.  
If the school has not been advised that a child is absent from school, the office will endeavour to 
contact the parent or caregiver. If no contact is made by the family for three days then S.A.S.H 
(Truancy) will be notified and they will complete a home visit.  
Please help by contacting the school each day when your child is away.  

 

On behalf of Vardon School staff  
and children we would like to 
welcome the following children to 
our school:  
 
Room 6 Natalia Rangi 

Room 6 Josh Edmondson 

Room 15 Emmalyne Naisogoniceva 



 

 
 

Thank you to all those families who joined us on Friday 15 th May for World Family Day. We celebrated this 
wonderful day with families being welcomed into our classrooms to share in our learning, have a picnic lunch 
and participate in games on the back field. There was a wonderful turnout of mums and dads, auntys and 
uncles, sisters and brothers and extended family members. Thank you for supporting our Family Day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PARENT / TEACHER INT ERVIEWS  
We will be holding our Parent/Teacher Interviews on Tuesday, June 9th and Thursday, June 11th from 3.15PM - 8:30PM. 

A bell will signal the beginning and end of each 15 minute interview time throughout the afternoon/evening.   Parents 
please be considerate to others and allow us to keep to our timetable.  

Please complete the Parent/Teacher Interview form attached to this newsletter,  ensuring that each child in your family 

attending Vardon School has been recorded, as this will be a great help to us in filling in our master timetable, ensuring 
no one is missed, avoiding double bookings and ensuring consecutive interview times, if requested. 

We would like to keep to the following timetable in preparing for the forthcoming Parent/Teacher Interviews: - 
a) Form, stating time -preference and child, returned to School by, 9:00AM, Friday 29 th  May . 

b) Interview times completed by the teacher and returned home by Friday 5 th  June . 
c) Parent/Teacher Interviews held Tuesday, June 9 th  and Thursday, June 11 th . 

 

 

Would love any donations of Seasonal Fruit. If you have any Feijoas, Apples, Pears, 
Mandarins etc going spare please deliver to the Vardon School Hall Kitchen. Thank 
you. 

 

 
 
Thank you to those parents who are coming to school regularly to read and share picture books with our 
junior children. The programme is continuing this term and we really value a nd appreciate your time. Our 
children look forward to these sessions. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Class  and Individual Photos  

PhotoLife Studios Ltd will be visiting our school on Tuesday 26
th

 May. By now 

you should have receiv ed a Class and Portrait Photograph envelope for your 

child/ren. These envelopes have your childõs name and Class/Room No. pre-

printed on them. Please return these envelopes to the school office by Friday 

22
nd

 May. If you would like a Sibling (your children together) photo taken, 

there are Sibling envelopes available at the o ffice.  

 
Vision Hearing  Technician  
 
On Friday 5th June, the Hearing Vision Technician will be visiting our School to complete routine New Entrant  
testing. If you have a concern about your childs hearing or vision  and would like them to be tested , please 
see their classroom teacher. 
 

 
We would like to congratulate the following children who have been selected to represent our 

2009 School Council :-  Ezra Saõu, Kaitlyn Beveridge, Charli-ann Ansley, Arpit Singh, Kayla Polley, 

Kelly Nikora, Michaela Foster, Chels ea Walton , Ashlin Senior -Verhoeven, Sahil Kumar.  
 
 
 

 

Updating Parent/Caregiver Details  
If you have had a change of address or work phone numbers please make sure the school office has the updated 

information.  It is essential for contacting parents/caregivers in an emergency. 
 



 
 

 

Vardon School is having a Wacky Hair Day on Friday 22nd May. This 
is to help raise funds for the Westpac Waikato Air Ambulance 
(Rescue Helicopter). All that is required from you is a bit of 
imagination for a óWacky Hairdo ensembleô and a donation for the 
Rescue Helicopter. You can either hand your donation into the 
school office or put your donation in the collection bucket which 
will circulate through the classrooms on the day. Thank you for 
your support. You never know when you or someone you know will 
need help from the Air Ambulance. 

 
  

 
 

Our Vardon School Choir have been practising very hard all term in preparation for a special concert with 
Suzanne Prentice at the Founders Theatre on Monday 25th May.  The concert has a rock and roll theme and is 
full of some wonderful OLD songs that I know the audience will enjoy. You can purchase tickets from all 
Hamilton Libraries or online at www.ticketdirect.co.nz 
Gwynneth Williamson and Nicole Miller 
 

Some basic step s on how you can minimize the spread of flu - like viruses: - 
 

 Stay at home and away from others if you are sick  

 Cover your coughs and sneezes with a tissue 
 Put used tissues into a rubbish bin 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth ï germs spread that way 

 Be careful to wash hands often with soap and dry them thoroughly ï hand hygiene is 
critical : even when you start to feel better there is still a risk of infecting others, so keep to 
the 20/20 rule ï 20 seconds washing and 20 seconds drying 

 Keep surfaces clean at home, school and work 

 

 
We are now selling Sushi through the School Office. There are snacks from $1.00 and meals up to $6.00. 

The lunches from Sakura contain all the sustaining energy and nutrition for growing children without sugars or saturated 
fats. Rice is a good source of complex carbohydrates and the omega-3 fatty acids from salmon and tuna are important 

for brain development.  

Lunches can be purchased each day by completing the Sakura Sushi Lunch Form obtained from the School Office. The 
options are: 

Chicken pack ï small $3.50 or large $6.00 
Variety pack - small $3.50 or large $6.00 (selection from smoked chicken, teriyaki chicken, tuna, teriyaki salmon, 

vegetables) 

Large rice ball $1.50 (tuna or salmon)  
Small rice ball $1.00 (tuna or salmon) 

Eat well ï live well 
 

 
At this time of year, we tend to use changes of clothing very quic kly, especially on wet days. If you 
have any trousers, track pants or shorts that you no longer require , we would really appreciate 
them. Please bring to the office. Thanks. 
 

     

http://www.ticketdirect.co.nz/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS  
 

 Market Day - On the first Saturday of each month located in the car park of Crave Café, 201 Sandwich Road. 
9am ï 1pm. There is a great mix of arts and crafts, bric a brac and food. Ph 850 1912 for more information. 

 The Sound of Music ï Musikmakers Hamilton Inc are staging ñthe Sound of Musicò at Riverlea Theatre from the 
19

th
 September to the 10

th
 October. This is a wonderful opportunity for the young people in the Waikato to get the 

opportunity to be involved in this well loved musical. Auditions will be held on the 13
th
 and 14

th
 of June at the 

Riverlea Theatre, Riverlea Rd, Hillcrest, Hamilton. I will be taking names for auditions from Monday the 18
th
 May. 

For further information please call Ngaire Holmes on 021 455 574 after 5 pm on the 18
th
 May. 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS  
Friday 22nd May   Wacky Hair Day 

Tuesday 26th May    Class & Individual Photos 
Tuesday 26th May    BOT Meeting ï 7 pm 

Monday 1st June    School Closed ï Queens Birthday 
Monday 8th June    PTA Meeting 

Tuesday 9th June    Parent/Teacher Interview 

Thursday 11th June    Parent/Teacher Interview 
 

Kind regards 

 
Marcus Freke 

Principal 
 

School Banking  
 
This is a reminder to parents and children that  we offer School banking at Vardon 

School. Each Tuesday Jan from First Credit Union collects the banking from the 

office, processes it then returns it to school on Wednesday. If you would like 
information on school banking, please come to the office for a pack.  

New Entrants School Visits  
If you have a child that will be starting in June/July, we are pleased to inform you that we have an 

afternoon for children and parents to visit on the following day:  
 

Wednesday 24 th  June from 1.30pm to 3.00pm  
 

  If you would like to attend please phone 07 849 2451 or call into the school office. Parents 
must  accompany their children to these visits.  

 

 

       

 

On Monday the 11th May our School Librarians had the opportunity to meet kiwi author 

Vince Ford.  He is nominated in the NZ  Post Book Awards in the Young A dult section for 

his new series ôThe Chronicles of Stoneõ which is set in the ice age with people hunting 

mammoth and bison.  Vince was incredibly inspiring and open wit h the students sharing 

stories from his past, how he got into writing and the process he takes when writing 

stories.  He also brought in spears he had made to illustrate some of the research he 

had done to write his new books (and told us how he accidental ly speared a goldfish!!!)  

Look out for a display in the library coming soon with more details about our trip!   


