
 

Vardon School Newsletter 
 

7 th  May  200 9 

No. 06/09 
 

Dear Parents/Caregivers  
Tena Koutou Katoa  
Nga mihi atu kia Koutou i teenei waa  

 
School Hours  - School starts at 9.00am and finishes at 3.00pm. 

Morning tea break is at 10.30 ï 10.50am and lunchtime is 12.30 ï 1.30pm. 
 

 
 
Greetings to you all 

 
Welcome back to Vardon School for Term Two.  The term break now seems a distant memory as we embark on another 

very busy 10 weeks of fun and learning.  There are an amazing number of opportunities for our students to be involved 
in including sporting and cultural activities.    

 

It is a good time to reflect on Vardon Schoolôs 4 learning dispositions, our ñ4 Rsò.  They are Resilience, Relationship, 
Resourcefulness  and Reflection.   At this time of the year resilience is particularly important as we struggle out of bed 

on cold, dark mornings to get to school, work or sporting commitments.  Resilience means sticking at things when the 
ñgoing gets toughò.  Over the course of their learning all students will encounter things which they find difficult or do not 

understand.  If they give up then they will never make progress.  All our students learning is constantly assessed as we  

look for ways to challenge them and move them forward.  All children must accept the challenge and through Home 
Learning Goals and activities you can support your child/ren. 

 
The International concerns about the óSwine Fluô are a timely reminder for us about the importance of basic hygiene as 

we move into our flu season.  In this newsletter we have itemised some basic reminders for you to minimize the spread 
of any illness.   

 

On a less positive note our school has been burgled twice over the last month. The thieves caused considerable damage 
to our property and some computers and stereos were stolen.  I am confident that no one from our community would 

steal from our children but if anyone knows or hears of anything could they please let the police know.   
 

Good luck to all those involved in sport this week and go the Chiefs and the Magics. 

 
Marcus Freke 

 
 

 
 

With the start of the new term it is timely to remind you that if your child is not going to attend 
school on a particular day, then please notify the office on 07 849 2451 or text the school mobile 
phone on 0277 490 035  by 9 am that day. This must be done for every day your child is away. 
For safety and attendance reasons, it is important that parents and teachers know where 
child / ren are.  
If the school has not been advised that a child is absent from school, the office will endeavour to 
contact the parent or caregiver. If no contact is made by the family for three days then S.A.S.H 
(Truancy) will be notified and they will complete a ho me visit.  
Please help by contacting the school each day when your child is away.  

 

On behalf of Vardon School staff  
and children we would like to 
welcome the following children to 
our school:  
 
Room 1 Ashlynne Singh 

Room 6 Dayton McGinty-Walker 

Room 6 Rachel Makoni 
Room 6 Aatahliyah Tuwhangai 

Room 6 Courtney Yeoman 
Room 11 John Treadwell 

Room 11 Sean Thacker 
Room 12 Liam Thacker 



 

 
 

You are invited to a òThinking Eveningó 

What sort of thinker are you? Are you creative? 

Do you think outside the square? Or are you a 

critical thinker? Do you  analyse facts and enjoy 

discussing possible reasons for events?  

Come and have a go at some of the creative and critical thinking strategies and 

tools that we are learning and find out why we use these tools at school. You 

will also find out what type of t hinker you are.  

This evening will be:  

FUN 

INTERACTIVE  

EDUCATIONAL  

See you at the Vardon School Hall  

7:30 - 8:30pm Wednesday 13 th  May 2009   
 

 
 

Come and help Vardon School celebrate World Family Day on Friday 15th May. Bring a picnic lunch to school 
to share with your child. You are more than welcome to come before the 12.30 pm lunchtime bell to share in 
your childôs learning in their classroom. We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

 

Would love any donations of Seasonal Fruit. If you have any Feijoas, Apples, Pears, 
Mandarins etc going spare please deliver to the Vardon School Hall Kitchen. Thank 
you. 

 

 
 
Thank you to those parents who are coming to school regularly to read and share picture books with our 
junior children. The programme is continuing this term and we really value and appreciate your time. Our 
children look forward to these sessions. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Updating Parent/Caregiver Details  
If you have had a change of address or work phone numbers please make sure the school office has the updated 

information.  It is essential for contacting parents/caregivers in an emergency. 

 

      

 



Class  and Individual Photos  

PhotoLife Studios Ltd will be visiting our school on Tuesday 26
th

 May. By now 

you should have receiv ed a Class and Portrait Photograph envelope for your 

child/ren. These envelopes have your childõs name and Class/Room No. pre-

printed on them. Please return these envelopes to the school office by Friday 

22
nd

 May. If you would like a Sibling (your children together) photo taken, 

there are Sibling envelo pes available at the office.  

 
 

A free  ear clinic for children in Hamilton. Visit the ear nurse for 
advice on:- 

 grommet checks 
 wax/foreign body removal 
 treatment of discharging ears 
 glue ear assessment and management 

 
Give us a call on 07 838 3565 between 9.30am and 3.30pm for an appointment at: 
Childrenôs Ear Clinic, 25 Vialou Street (opposite back entry to Countdown supermarket car park) 

Vardon School Office 
 

How to Draw Really Well! 
An exciting workshop developed by well known professional artist 

Graham Braddock  

Presented by Rebekah Lo 
  
Grahamôs Workshops have inspired many thousands of NZ children with a simple, step by step 

approach to drawing. Your child will learn valuable, practical skills, gain increased confidence and will create a drawing to be 
proud of. 
This will take place on Thursday 14

th
 May at Vardon School.  

Cost: $4. If you would like your child to participate in this workshop, please send payment to your childôs teacher by 

Wednesday 13
th
 May. 

Further details on Grahamôs website:  www.grahambraddock.co.nz  
 
 
 

 
 

 

Vardon School is having a Wacky Hair Day on Friday 22nd May. This 
is to help raise funds for the Westpac Waikato Air Ambulance 
(Rescue Helicopter). All that is required from you is a bit of 
imagination for a óWacky Hairdo ensembleô and a donation for the 
Rescue Helicopter. You can either hand your donation into the 
school office or put your donation in the collection bucket which 
will circulate through the classrooms on the day. Thank you for 
your support. You never know when you or someone you know will 
need help from the Air Ambulance. 

 
 

 

     

http://www.grahambraddock.co.nz/


 
 

Autumn 
Crunchy, Alive 

Tossing, waving, glimpsing 
Leaves falling from great heights 

Dancing, swirling, pirouetting 
Colourful, Frosty 

Autumn 
By Leyla Asici 
 

 
Autumn 

Frosty, Crunchy 
Floating, Gliding, Flying 

Leaves wanting to join the other leaves 
Raining, dripping, falling 

Beautiful, colourful 
Autumn 

Helena Reid 
 

 
I am Autumn 

I am the sound of leaves as happy children jump in them 
I am the colourful leaves swirling to the ground 

I am the pretty lace of a little girls dress 
I am the veins of a childôs hand 

I am a colourful mat lying on the ground 
I am Autumn 

Shyla Paikea 
 

 
 

         
  

 
           

 

 

      

      



 
 

Our Vardon School Choir have been practising very hard all term in preparation for a special concert with 
Suzanne Prentice at the Founders Theatre on Monday 25th May.  The concert has a rock and roll theme and is 
full of some wonderful OLD songs that I know the audience will enjoy. You can purchase tickets from all 
Hamilton Libraries or online at www.ticketdirect.co.nz 
Gwynneth Williamson and Nicole Miller 

 
Some basic step s on how you can minimize the spread of flu - like viruses: - 
 

 Stay at home and away from others if you are sick 

 Cover your coughs and sneezes with a tissue 

 Put used tissues into a rubbish bin 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth ï germs spread that way 

 Be careful to wash hands often with soap and dry them thoroughly ï hand hygiene is 
critical : even when you start to feel better there is still a risk of infecting others, so keep to 
the 20/20 rule ï 20 seconds washing and 20 seconds drying 

 Keep surfaces clean at home, school and work 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS  

 
 Market Day On the first Saturday of each month located in the car park of Crave Café, 201 Sandwich Road. 9am 
ï 1pm. There is a great mix of arts and crafts, bric a brac and food. Ph 850 1912 for more information. 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS  

Wednesday 13th May   Thinking Evening 
Friday 15th May     World Family Day 

Wednesday 20th May   Pre-School Visits 
Tuesday 26th May    Class & Individual Photos 

Monday 1st June    School Closed ï Queens Birthday 

Monday 8th June    PTA Meeting 
Tuesday 9th June    Parent/Teacher Interview 

Thursday 11th June    Parent/Teacher Interview 
 

Kind regards 

 
Marcus Freke 

Principal 
 

School Banking  
 
This is a reminder to parents and children that we offer School banking at Vardon 

School. Each Tuesday Jan from First Credit Union collects the banking from the 

office, processes it then returns it to school on Wednesday. If you would like 
information on school banking, please come to the office for a pack. 

New Entrants School Visits  
If you have a child that will be starting in May/June, we are pleased to inform you that we have 

an afternoon for children and parents to visit on the following day: 
 

Wednesday 20 th  May from 1.30pm to 3.00pm  
 

  If you would like to attend please phone 07 849 2451 or call into the school office. Parents 
must  accompany their children to these visits.  

 

 

       

 

http://www.ticketdirect.co.nz/


 
 

   
Soccer Results  ï 2nd  May  

Grade Div Team  Score  Opposing Team  Score Player of Day 

5 th   Vardon Strikers 5 Vs Western United Mohawks 8 Sam Musty 

  Vardon Chargers 9 Vs Ngaruawahia Explores 0 George Chaplow 

6 th   Vardon Wizards 2 Vs Western United Eagles 2 Lucas Prall 

7 th   Vardon Scorpions 2 Vs Hukanui-Rototuna Keas 0 Edward Smith 

  Vardon Stingers  Vs BYE   

8 th   Vardon Vipers 5 Vs Morrinsville Jets 0 Jacob Houghton 

  Vardon Cougars 0 Vs Ngahinapouri Wildcats 4 Killian Prall 

9 th   Vardon Thundercats 7 Vs St Josephs Sonics 1 Jacob Hastings 

10 th   Vardon Rockets 6 Vs Huntly Thistle Rebels 2 Kanii Werahiko 

Open   Vardon Dominators 1 Vs Hillcrest United Harriers 6 Daniel Robinson 

 


