Vardon School

4™ December 2008
No. 20/08 SCHOOL ROLL

The school roll currently stands
at 366 children.

Dear Parents/Caregivers

Tena Koutou Katoa
Nga mihi atu kia Koutou i teenei waa

SCHOOL FINISHES ON FRIDAY 19 ™ DECEMBER

AT 12.30 PM. On behalf of Vardon School staff
and children we would like to

From The PrinCipaPS DeSk welcome the following children to

our school:
Greetings to you all
Summer is well and truly with us! Itis timely to remember our expectations and Sun- Room 6 Manaia Marsters
safe requirements. We require all children, and staff, to wear hats when they are out Room 6 Levi Garmonsway

playing at morning tea and | unch. Singlll Room6 Megan Lister-Jones
shoulders and necks to the sun and the children can get badly burnt very quickly Room 6 Fabian Scott

wearing these types of tops. Water is the best drink in this type of weather and a Room 6 Nikita Watt
frozen bottle put in your childbés bag h

refreshing at lunch time. We need you to support us with sun safety by encouraging
your children to wear hats and appropriate clothing.

It is with great sadness that we must farewell two wonderful teachers in our school. As many of you know Reshma Patel -Harman has
won the Associate Principal position at Hautapu School. Mrs PatetHarman has taught at Vardon School for 13 years so it is a huge
move for her. Hautapu School has gained an outstanding teacher and leader for their school and | know she will enjoy working there.

Our other great loss is Kay Petchell who has won a promotion and is leaving us to go to Marion School. Though Mrs Petchell has been
with us for a relatively short time she has had a huge impact on our school in many ways and her expertise will be missed. Marion
Anderson will be acting in the role of Deputy Principal until a replacement is appointed next year. | wish Reshma and Kay all the best
in their new positions and hope they will keep in touch.

It is also time to welcome some new appointments to our school. Jessica Bundy-Cooke and Nicole Miller have been appointed to
permanent positions in our school and Monique Prinsloo has secured a fixedterm position in the Junior School for next year. We have
also appointed Miss Anna Bown to work in the Middle S yndicate in a fixed- term position. Some of you may already know Miss Brown
as she has done a lot of relieving in our school. Welcome back and aboard to all those teachers.

Student reports will be coming out shortly. | encourage you to read through the reports with y our children and discuss what they
mean. Each report has clearly suggested focuses for next year and it is important that you talk about these with your childr en.
Celebrate their successes, because all of the children have made gains in their learning this year.

Finally thanks to the parents and teachers who supported our Hui last Wednesday. Your feedback is extremely valuable to us and will
give some direction for next year.

Marcus

SCHOOL LEAVERS ASSEMBLY/CAROL SERVICE & WEDNESDAY 17 ™ DECEMBER
Our School Leavers Assembly/Carol Service will be held in the School Hall, Wednesday
17" December, 9:10AM - 10:40AM . All parents are welcome. Every year, families of
Vardon School are invited to donate to a worthy cause . This year we have chosen a
local Food Bank run through Scots Church.  Non-perishable food items and Christmas
Stocking fillers may be left at the School Office . These donations are then brought
forward during an item at the Assembly .




END OF YEAR MORNING TEA
Parents/Caregivers of the school are invited to attend our End-Of-Year Parent/Teacher and Guests
Morning Tea on Tuesday d" December. This is an open invitation to our parents/caregivers,

especially those who have in any way supported the school during 2008. The School Board
are pleased to be able to provide this morning tea and look forward to meeting with you on l
Tuesday 9" December from 10:30AM - 11:00AM in the Staffroom. If you are able to attend

please phone the school office on 849 2451 by Friday 5 " December.

=0l off Year Assessments

The teachers have finished doing the end of year assessments on children. Children are assessed in
Numeracy, Reading, Spelling and Writing. The information is collated and analysed. The analysed results help
us make decisions about the purchase of resources and the use of Teacher Aide time as well as teaching staff

placement decisions for the following year. We are pleased with the results, outlined below: -

87% of our children from years 3 -6 are achieving at or above their age level in Reading using a
standardised test (STAR).

In Maths, the Ministry of Education this year raised the expected benchmark for NZ Primary School
students. Even so, 71% of Vardon Students are achieving at the increased level or higher.

In Spelling, the Juniors focus on learning the Essertial Lists. These lists are not in order of easiest to
hardest, but instead are in order of how frequently they are used in writing. Our School Benchmark is
that children will have mastered List 2 by the end of their second year at school. As of early Nove mber
with a month and a half of | earning yet to c¢e&me,
we introduced a new spelling programme last year called Spelling Under Scrutiny. This programme
teaches children spelling patterns and rules. This year we introduced an age referenced test which
showed that an average of 70% of our year 3 -6 students are achieving at or above their age level.

In Writing 74% of our children are achieving at or above the school benchmarks in Surface Features 1
that is the correct punctuation and spelling etc, and 72% of our children are achieving at or above the
school benchmarks in the Deeper Features. Deeper features refer to the use of descriptive language,
and the use of language features such as alliteration which makes the writing rich and interesting.

St Nicks Christmas Tree Farm

St Nicks Christmas Tree Farm is at 79 Te Kowhai Road in Te Rapa. We offer a weekend
delivery service for Christmas trees. Come and select your tree or tag one for delivery. The

Christmas Tree Farm is open from 9 am T 9pm 7 days a week. Please complete and bring
your flyer (attached) with you and we will donate $1.00 to your school for each tree
purchased.

#

200 9 SCHOOL CALENDARS

| wish to purchase calendars at $3.00 each

Amount Encl osed $ Childdéos Name & Room No.



New Entrants School Visits
If you have a child that will be starting in March, we are pleased to inform you that we have an
afternoon for children and parents to visit on the following day:

Wednesday 25 " February 2009 f rom 1.30pm to 3.00pm

If you would like to attend please phone 07 849 2451 or call into the school office.

Hamilton City Libraries

Ever wanted to travel through time? Well, with Hamilton City Libraries summer holiday programme "A Twist in Time" you
can! Prepare for battle with the Ancient Aztecs, relive the glitter of the 80s, or spot moa in the New Zealand bush in 1841.
The programme is open to all children aged 5-12 who are members of the Hamilton City Libraries and runs from Friday,
December 19, 2008 to Friday, January 23, 2009. Children can work from home in their own time or come into the library
whenever necessary. The programme is a mix of crafts and online activities, with the chance to win prizes, and the finale
event will be an old-fashioned picnic and games afternoon. For more information or to register for the programme please
visit www.hamiltonlibraries.co.nz or visit your local library.

VARDON SCHOOL ENVIRO GROUP

Our Vardon School Enviro group ha s been working very hard on ‘ ’
establishing and maintaining a vegetable garde n at the school . 4

They have planted beans, sweat peas, silverbeet, beetroot, baby
tomatoes to name a few. Th ey have also established a new Worm
Farm which was kindly donated to the school by Lee Begbie, a
mother of one of our Junior students. Lee has instructed the

children on ho w to care for the Worm F arm and as a result, th ey
have already bottled their firstlot of organic 6 w o juice 6in funky
designer bottles, again donated by Lee . This juice will eventually

be for sale through the school office at $10 a bottle.  Itisin
concentrate form and a little goes a long way (instructions on bottle) . We would like to thank
Lee for her huge input into this project so far and look forward to growing healthy plants  and
healthy worms in the future.

If you would like to buy a bottle of worm juice, please leave your name and number at the
school office and we will contact you when the juice becomes available.



file:\\www.hamiltonlibraries.co.nz
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A great day was had by all. The sun shone and the children excelled themselves. Thank you to
all the wonderful helpers on the day, especially the Team from St Andrews Middle School. It
was wonderful to see all the parents celebrating with their children a fun filled and successful
day.
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The following children represented Vardon School on Wednesday 3™ December at the Interschool
Athletics at Porritt Stadium. They achieved to an incredibly high standard winning and being placed
in many categories. Congratulations and well done to these children for being such outstanding role

\\\

models.

Josh Pou Vaiola Talakai Paul Barkle Hakopa Hodge
Mataara Mauriohooho Ezra& 0 u Szymon Poborowski Alex Frank
Fuatau Vea Kayla Polley Grace Eva Kerapa Michaela Beer
Waereti Tomuri-Marshall Jessie bhnson Maekara Mauriohooho Kanii Werahiko
Maharah Peters Shyla Palkea AJMulipola Michaela Foster
Brayden Gaylor Jessica Hale Sophie Chaplow Jack Bertram
China Timo Jaemz Cullingford Vili Vea Jordan Lynch
Jamie McPhee Reuben Henderson Sarah Forbes Konah Nikora
Marissa Pointon Tayla Dore Kira Frank

lrene Sugimoto Carm-Keri Tupuailei Logan Polard

Avishek Kumar Daniel Robinson Sireli Kuruduadua

NazeefahAli Callum Reed Shayna Ball

Hakan Asici Bayleigh Edwards Georgia Mathers-Munro




TERM DATES FOR 2008- 2009

Term4  Monday 13" October 2008 i Friday 19" December 2008
2009
Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

Thursday 9" April 2009

Friday 3™ July 2009

Friday 25" September 2009
Wednesday 16" December 2009

Tuesday 3" February 2009
Monday 27" April 2009
Monday 20™ July 2009
Monday 12" October 2009

COMMUNITY NEWS

e Lynne Sinclair Taylor Art Holiday Art Workshop for 7 i 14 yr olds. Beginners: Tuesday 13" January 10
am to 4 pm. $65 (includes Art supplies). Continuers: Wednesday 14" January 10 am i 4 pm. $65 (includes
Art Supplies). Teachers Art Workshop - Chalk Pastel. Thursday 15" January 10 am to 4 pm $80 (includes
art supplies) Phone Lynne in 854 7402.

e Bodywise Programme i For managing weight issues in children 517 12 yrs. Bodywise is a family based
programme held in Hamilton aimed at managing weight issues in children of primary school age. It is a
District Health Board/Sports Waikato initiative. Contact Helen Stockman Community Dietitian on 07 838
3565 ext 2142 or Mary Barbour Active Families/Sports Waikato 027 212 5496.

e Ride Needed 1 to and from Vardon School for six year old girl from Cecil Street area. If you are able to
assist, please contact the school office.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday 9 "™ December
Thursday 11 ™ December
Wednesday 17 ™ December
Friday 19 ™ December
Tuesday 3 ™ February

End of Year School Morning Tea

Xmas Disco

Break -up Carol Service /Leavers Assembly

Last Day of School for 2008 7 12.30 pm FINISH
FIRST DAY OF TERM ONE 2009

Kind regards

Marcus Freke
Principal

ORAL HEALTH PROGRAMME JANUARY 2009

DATE VENUE PHONE TIME STAFF
Hamilton East Anne Turnocki Therapist
19" i 23“Jan | Dental Clinic 07 839 0369 8.30 ami 5.00 pm | 021 356 279
Dawson St Helen Craig- Therapist
021 356 284
Cathy Blake - Assistant
Nawton School Leanne Adairi Therapist
12" 16" Jan Lvingston Ave 07 847 7930 8.30ami 5.00 pm | 021 356 007
Hamilton Shiree Bakeri Therapist
Yvonne Chesham- Assistant
Putaruru Leanne Adairi Therapist
19" 20" 21% | Primary School | 021 356 007 9.307 4.00 pm 021 356 007
Jaunuary Kennedy Dr Shiree Bakeri Therapist
Putaruru Yvonne Chesham- Assistant
Insoll Dental
19" 1 239 Clinic 07 855 6751 8.30 am i 3.45pm | Raewyn Johnstoni Therapist
January Insoll Ave 021 356 261
Hamilton Sue Russelli Therapist
021 359 798




SAINT NICKS

School
Name

Address

Your Family Name

Open the last weekend in November
from 9 am - 9 pm

Beautiful natural and hand shaped trees
Phone 0274 764 525

CRICKET
@

Vardon School Cricket Club

Another two great weekend s for the Vardon Cricket Club. The first VIl was also involved in a Mini World Cup on
Wednesday 26 " Nov. They were asked to rep resent England. The boys had a great day and finished up second to
Scotland (South well) in the final so a really outstanding performance. The boys sportsmanship and attitude were a

credit to the School so great work team.

Huge thanks to the coaches and al | the helpers who support Vardon cricket
have the teams we do. So a BIG thank -you to Wayne Prall, Stuart and Michelle Gaylor with the Kiwi
Gladiators; Chris Jones, Scott Reid and Julie Bain who are helping with the Y4 P irates; and Brent
OHurricaned Henderson and Stewart Gaylor who are doing it

The results for last two weeks have been:

Teams Results Player of the Day
Kiwi Gladiators

vs. Te Kowhai Lost 68 -64 Hardhik Kinthada

Melville Red Won by 20 runs Bryn Cullen

Y4 Pirates

vs Woodstock Won by 30 r uns Thomas Mouncher
Y6 Magics vs Te Awamutu Lost Reuben Henderson

vs Cambridge Won 120 - 67 Josh Pou

Keep it up team, well done !

Cheers Greg Barkle






