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Vardon School
21st February 2008
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Dear Parents/Caregivers

Tena Koutou Katoa

Nga mihi atu kia Koutou i teenei waa
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School Hours - School starts at 9.00am and finishes at 3.00pm.

Morning tea break is at 10.30 – 10.50am and lunchtime is 12.30 – 1.30pm. 
Please make sure your child/ren are on time at the start of each day. If they are going to be late or absent please phone the school office on 849 2451 as soon as possible.

school Information booklet

All families should have received our 2008 edition of the School Information Booklet. Please read your booklet and share relevant details with your child/ren. We value our partnership with our school parents, and provide this information as a basis for our partnership.

VARDON AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITES PROGRAMME
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As you will be aware, our Principal, Richard Clarke, is retiring at the end of Term One. Richard
has been Principal of Vardon School for 17 years and preparations are underway to farewell

him.

If you would like to contribute to Richard’s farewell gift, a gift to be presented from the school and community, either bring it into the School Office, or post your contribution to “Vardon School, 36 Cunningham Road, Hamilton. Attention: Janet Perry”. Please make cheques payable to “Vardon School”.

A messages and memories book will be at the office for you to record your personal message to Richard.


The Principal and staff would like to invite you to an evening on Thursday 28th February, 7.30 pm in the staffroom. This evening is for parents of new children enrolled at Vardon School.
This will give you, as parents of children who are new to the school, a chance to meet some of the staff and have a look around the school. We look forward to seeing you there.
SIX OF THE BEST WAYS TO HELP YOUR CHILDREN ACHIEVE AT SCHOOL

(Professor John Hattie University of Auckland)

· Do whatever you can to ensure your children go to and stay at school for as long as possible.
· Listen to your children when they talk about what they are learning and encourage them to talk to you by showing you enjoy those discussions.
· Ask “What did your teacher say to you about your schoolwork today?”

· Value effort, sticking to a task, and learning the basics.  Evidence shows children from families who value effort and stick-ability have a head start.
· Enjoy being involved with your children in challenging tasks in a fun way.  Dealing with a challenge is a powerful learning strategy.
· Build your children’s confidence that they can do difficult things.


MEDICATION AT SCHOOL
If a child requires medication at school, the office staff and their teacher must be informed.  All medication, even temporary, must be kept in the school office medical cupboard.

Caregivers must complete and sign a consent form requesting administration of medicine at school. Where medication is to be administered during school hours, written authorisation from the child’s doctor must be attached.  The school may act as an agent on behalf of the parent/caregiver. Consent forms will be held on Official School File.

Parents wishing the School to administer any form of medication to their child/ren, on their behalf, are to each year, visit the School Office to complete the appropriate form.
SCHOOL CALENDARS

Calendars are available at a cost of $3.00 from the School Office.  Order form available at end of newsletter.

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS

These are this evening – Thursday 21st February. You should have received your child/rens interview times from the classroom teacher. This is a time for parents to highlight the strengths and needs of their child/ren as they see them. Parents please be considerate to others and allow us to keep to our timetable.
RESEARCH PROJECT:

I have provided approval for Mrs Soroya McGall, a parent of Vardon School, who is in her third year at Wintec studying towards a Batchelor Degree in Sport and Exercise Science, to undertake a research project involving staff, students and parents of Year 3 – 4 children at Vardon School; March to May 2008. It is hoped that this research project will provide valuable information on how active New Zealand families are. This study has been approved by the Wintec Human Ethics Department.


Each participant will be required to wear a small device (Actigraph activity monitor) for seven days. The monitors will be attached at the waist, and work in a similar way to a pedometer. Child participants will wear their monitor enclosed in a pouch, on an elastic belt, with adults having the choice of an elastic belt, or clip. Along with measuring each step taken, the monitors also measure total energy expenditure.


Full and detailed information is being sent home today to all parents/caregivers of Y3 – Y4 students. A return form is required to be completed and returned to school. All information concerning participant’s personal details and monitored results will remain confidential to Soroya McGall and her supervisor. We anticipate this study commencing on March 3. We fully support this research project and I personally recommend that Year 3 – Year 4 students and their parents/caregivers participate in such a worthwhile initiative.

SCHOOL SWIMMING PROGRAMME

Please read the information on page 18 of the School Information Booklet.
Please ensure that all your child's clothing, togs, towel, sun hat, shoes and
usual gear, are all clearly named and that they bring their togs to

school in a waterproof bag. Your assistance in these matters is greatly
appreciated. If your child is unable to swim for medical reasons, then a note specifying
this needs to be given to the classroom teacher.

sunsmart policy 

Please remember that if your child/ren do not have a hat (hat has to have a wide brim) they are then asked to play in the shade. Vardon School adheres to a strict Sun smart Policy.  Please help to make our school safe from the harmful effects of the sun. (Refer to page 18 School Information Booklet) Hats can be purchased from the school office at a cost of $5.

CHILDREN WALKING TO AND FROM SCHOOL

Please remind children on procedures of walking to and from school.  Key points for children to remember:

· Don’t talk to strangers
· Walk in a group if possible

· If they feel harassed by anyone on their way to school to talk to their parents or teachers
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COMMUNITY NEWS

· Kids on Keys
Fun Keyboard Classes – At Bankwood, Forest Lake and Cambridge Primary Schools. Held after school. 30 min sessions. $110 per  term. Ph. 0800 543 766 or email kidsonkeys@xtra.co.nz
· Barnardos Derby Day 
2nd March 2008 from 10 am to 2 pm at Hinemoa Park, Hamilton

Bring your decorated ride on trike, bike or KART. Entry ages 2 – 12 years. Come try the Pit lanes on Derby Day before the V8’s Race. For further information & registration please contact – Brenda Kendrick on 07 847 1088 extn 203
· Hinemoa Athletics Club – You have to run in nearly every sport so get some practice while having fun at the new branch at Flagstaff Park. Monday nights 5.45 pm beginning 11/2/2008 for 5 – 11 year olds. Also at Steele Park in Hamilton East, Thursdays 5.45 pm. Ph Barrie Jennings on 855 0295 or 0272 634 578.
· Brazilian Futsal (Indoor Soccer) School Term 1 2008. Register now. Classes start Tuesday 19th February, Hamilton Boys High School. 5 – 9 yr olds 5.30 pm. 10-14 yr olds 7.00 pm.Contact Carlos 827 8999 or 021 189 4915.
· Scots Church twilight market Friday 29th February from 5 pm. Make a potatoe creature, bring it along to be judged at the market. Lots of fun and food provided.
· Te Rapa Junior Rugby Club – weigh in. Sunday 2 March 10.00 am. Clubrooms, Vickery St, Te Rapa. Bring proof of birth date (copy of passport or birth certificate). Enquiries to Steve 849 2195 or Ian 849 1890.
· Kids Drama  - Helen O’Grady programme. Your child is made to feel valued, an effective communicator, happy and confident. To find out more, please phone Principal, Andrea Goodman on 827 0526.
· Rocket 8 week soccer and netball competitions – Term 1, 2008. 


Soccer – 3 grades, Nippers (years 1-3), Junior (years 4-6), Senior (years 7-8).

Netball specifically designed for Years 7 and 8 students. For  more info. contact Ange at Rocket Indoor Sports, 
53 Duke St, Hamilton. Ph 847 1653 or email info@rocketsports.co.nz
· Lifeline Waikato seeks caring, committed people to join their dynamic team of Volunteer Telephone Councillors. Weekend and daytime training programmes in February. Contact 838 0715 for more information.
ORAL LANGUAGE HELPERS NEEDED

Last year we very successfully had an oral language programme run by parent helpers in our Junior School. If you are available to help out this year we would love to have you on board. Contact Kay or leave your name at the office. Full training and support is given. One adult works with one child.

ROAD PATROL

Children learn by copying adults. Please cross the road at the designated patrol crossing when the Road Patrol teams are on duty.

forthcoming events

Thursday 21st February  

Parent Teacher Interviews

Monday 25th February

BOT Meeting 7.00pm in the staffroom

Wednesday 27th February
Pre-School Visits – Room 6 - 1.30pm to 3.00pm

Thursday 28th February

New Parents “Welcome to Vardon School Evening”

Thursday 6th March



Junior Syndicate Swimming Sports
Wednesday 12th March


Middle Syndicate Swimming Sports

Friday 14rd March



Senior Syndicate Swimming Sports

Friday 14th March



School Gala

Friday 21st March



Good Friday
Monday 24th March



Easter Monday

Tuesday 25th March



Easter Tuesday – SCHOOL CLOSED
Wednesday 2nd April



Pre-School Visits – Room 6 – 1.30 pm to 3.00 pm

Kind regards
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Richard Clarke 

Principal

( -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2008 school calendars

I wish to purchase __________ calendars at $3.00 each

Amount Enclosed $_________  Child’s Name & Room No. __________________________________________
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New Entrants School Visits


If you have a child that will be starting in March or April, we are pleased to inform you that we have an afternoon for children and parents to visit on the following days:





Wednesday 27th February from 1.30pm to 3.00pm


Wednesday 2nd April from 1.30pm to 3.00pm





  If you would like to attend please phone 07 849 2451 or call into the school office.  











On behalf of Vardon School staff


and children we would like to welcome the following children to our school:








Room 1	Sailosi Kuruduadua


Room 1	Nicole Galyer


Room 2	Aria George-Wilson


Room 3	Wiremu Roberts Walker


Room 5	Te Wairua Waitere


Room 6	Matenga Whatarangi


Room 6	Jerry Yu


Room 6	Emma Farrelly


Room 6	Etnie Edwards


Room 12	Huria Herbert


Room 13	Georgia Mathers-Munro


Room 13	Shanel Davis


Room 15	Sireli Kuruduadua











	








FREE EAR CLINIC SERVICE FOR CHILDREN





Glue Ear Assessment and Management


Treatment of Discharging Ears


Grommet Checks


Wax/Foreign Body Removal





Clinic Days:  Monday / Tuesday / Wednesday


8.30am – 1.00pm





Please note that we are unable to make appointments for this service.





Contact Phone Number:  021 976 474


Closed Public Holidays/School Holidays





SCHOOL STATIONERY





  By now your child should have their stationery.  Orders can still be made through the school office. Please make sure that you put the child’s name and room number clearly on the outside of an envelope with the list and payment inside.  





Vardon School provides stationery for all children at very competitive prices.  





The special Back to School prices will remain only until Friday 22rd February so get in quick and order your stationery.








�





Updating Parent/Caregiver Details


If you have had a change of address or work phone numbers please make sure the school office has the updated information. This can be given to the teacher at Parent Teacher Interview time.  It is essential for contacting parents/caregivers in an emergency.








Book Club Orders Close on Tuesday 26th February.





school roll


The school roll currently stands at 325 children.








      Enrolment for the 2008 After School Care Programme has now closed due to a full roll. A waiting list is in place. Please see Kathryn to add your child’s name to this list.


D   Enrolments for the Before School Care Programme are still being accepted.
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