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Vardon School
7th February 2008
No. 01/08
Dear Parents/Caregivers

Tena Koutou Katoa

Nga mihi atu kia Koutou i teenei waa
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Welcome back everyone.  We hope you have all had an enjoyable holiday and are ready for another busy and fun year at Vardon School. A warm welcome also goes out to all our new families. We look forward to getting to know you and your child/ren.
School Hours - School starts at 9.00am and finishes at 3.00pm.

Morning tea break is at 10.30 – 10.50am and lunchtime is 12.30 – 1.30pm.
If your child is going to be late to school, please phone the office on 849 2451 by 9.00am.  
school Information booklet

All families should have received our 2008 edition of the School Information Booklet. Please read your booklet and share relevant details with your child/ren. We value our partnership with our school parents, and provide this information as a basis for our partnership.

Staff NEWS
New Staff - A very warm welcome to Nicole Miller. Nicole will be teaching in
Room 5 teaching our Year 1 students. We look forward to Ms Miller

being part of our teaching staff this year.

Congratulations to Asri Candy. Asri got married in the holidays and is now

Mrs Asri Parkinson teacher in-charge of Room 11.
Over the Christmas holiday we also appointed Mrs Carmel Stock to the position of Resource Teacher Learning Behaviour, and Mrs Christa Chandler to the position of Reading Recovery Teacher.



As you will be aware, our Principal, Richard Clarke, is retiring at the end of Term One. Richard
has been Principal of Vardon School for 17 years and preparations are underway to farewell

him.

If you would like to contribute to Richard’s farewell gift, a gift to be presented from the school and community, either bring it into the School Office, or post your contribution to “Vardon School, 36 Cunningham Road, Hamilton. Attention: Janet Perry”. Please make cheques payable to “Vardon School”.

A messages and memories book will be at the office for you to record your personal message to Richard.
pta news - Annual General Meeting 
The AGM is to be held on Monday 11th February 2008 at 7.30pm in the Staff Room.  The PTA is involved in many aspects of the school fundraising.  We are requiring many helpers this year so if you are interested in finding out more about the PTA and putting your name forward to help, please come along to this meeting.
PTA meetings are held on the second Monday of the month at 7.30pm. These meetings are very friendly and informal and last for approximately one hour. Generally PTA business is conducted out of school hours.

‘tabloid Sports’ 
The schools Tabloid Sports are to be held on Tuesday 19th February commencing at 9.15am and finishing around 12 noon.  Please feel free to bring a picnic lunch with you to share with your child/ren on the day.  If it is wet, the day will be cancelled.  We will need parent helpers on the day so if you are able to help please, fill in the return slip at the end of this newsletter.
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MEDICATION AT SCHOOL
If a child requires medication at school, the office staff and their teacher must be informed.  All medication, even temporary, must be kept in the school office medical cupboard.

Caregivers must complete and sign a consent form requesting administration of medicine at school. Where medication is to be administered during school hours, written authorisation from the child’s doctor must be attached.  The school may act as an agent on behalf of the parent/caregiver. Consent forms will be held on Official School File.

Parents wishing the School to administer any form of medication to their child/ren, on their behalf, are to each year, visit the School Office to complete the appropriate form.
SCHOOL CALENDARS

Calendars are available at a cost of $3.00 from the School Office.  Order form available at end of newsletter.

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS

Teachers recognise the value of meeting with parents early in the School year. We plan to hold Parent/Teacher Interviews on Thursday, February 21, 3.10PM - 7:30PM. A bell will signal the beginning and end of each ten-minute interview time throughout the afternoon/evening.   Parents please be considerate to others and allow us to keep to our timetable.

The main purpose of these interviews is for the teachers to better understand their children through the eyes of the parents. This is a time for parents to highlight the strengths and needs of their child/ren as they see them. It is not a time for teachers to respond to parents on the progress of a child.  After all, at this time of the year, the new teacher is at a stage of inducting children into their class programme and routines.

Please complete the Parent/Teacher Interview form attached, ensuring that each child in your family attending Vardon School has been recorded, as this will be a great help to us in filling in our master timetable, ensuring no one is missed, avoiding double bookings and ensuring consecutive interview times, if requested.

We would like to keep to the following timetable in preparing for the forthcoming Parent/Teacher Interviews:-

a)
Slips, stating time-preference and child, returned to School by, 9:00AM, Wednesday, February 13.

b)
Interview times completed by the teacher and returned home by Tuesday, February 19.
c) Parent/Teacher Interviews held Thursday, February 21.
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SCHOOL SWIMMING PROGRAMME

Please read the information on page 18 of the School Information Booklet.
Please ensure that all your child's clothing, togs, towel, sun hat, shoes and
usual gear, are all clearly named and that they bring their togs to

school in a waterproof bag. Your assistance in these matters is greatly
appreciated. If your child is unable to swim for medical reasons, then a note specifying
this needs to be given to the classroom teacher.
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sunsmart policy 

Please remember that if your child/ren do not have a hat they are then asked to play in the shade. Vardon School adheres to a strict Sun smart Policy.  Please help to make our school safe from the harmful effects of the sun. (Refer to page 18 School Information Booklet) Hats can be purchased from the school office at a cost of $5.

SCHOOL SPONSORS
We wish to thank our 2008 sponsors of the Vardon School Newsletter, Information Booklet, and School Calendar. We appreciate the effort of these sponsors and their kind generosity in supporting Vardon School. We ask parents/caregivers to, whenever possible, approach our sponsors for goods and services. You will find most of our sponsors names on the cover of the School Newsletter, commencing next issue, and on the back page of the School Calendar. JOHN WALKER Printers, (Phone 847 7214), is a ‘Gold Star’ sponsor for 2008.
CHILDREN WALKING TO AND FROM SCHOOL
Please remind children on procedures of walking to and from school.  Key points for children to remember:

· Don’t talk to strangers
· Walk in a group if possible

· If they feel harassed by anyone on their way to school to talk to their parents or teachers

Ear, hearing and vision checks

Our Vision Hearing Technician is visiting Vardon School on Friday 15th February. All New Entrants will be checked, however, if you have a child that you have concerns about, please see their classroom teacher to make an appointment.


COMMUNITY NEWS
· Learn to play Piano. 

Get in quick for Term 1! Call Naomi Huges on 850 5191
· Turn and Gymnastic Circle

Gymnastic Classes 2008
Fun, Fitness and Gymnastics! Our club has been providing gymnastics classes to the children of Hamilton for 55 years. For further details about class times contact Emma Brookes 07 846 8187
· Hinemoa Athletic Club – new branch at Flagstaff Park. Monday nights 5.45 pm beginning 11/2/2008 for 5 – 11 year olds.
· Skate Dome Hamilton Roller Skating Club Melville Park. The following are Public Sessions we are running this term starting 11/02/08.
Sunday Morning 10 a.m. to Noon Mums and Dads skate free kids $2.00 each $1.00 Hire Skates

Sunday 12 to 1p.m.  Learn to Speed Skate

Monday 5.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. Learn to Skate Class including skate hire $30.00 per term.

Tuesday 7.00 to 8.00 p.m. Senior Hockey

Thursday Night Disco Skate 7.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. $3.00 including skate hire.

forthcoming events

Monday 11th February 

PTA, AGM 7.30pm in Staff Room

Tuesday 19th February

School Tabloids

Thursday 21st February  

Parent Teacher Interviews

Monday 25th February

BOT Meeting 7.00pm in the staffroom

Wednesday 27th February
Pre-School Visits – Room 6 - 1.30pm to 3.00pm

Thursday 28th February

New Parents “Welcome to Vardon School Evening”

Thursday 6th March



Junior Syndicate Swimming Sports
Wednesday 12th March


Middle Syndicate Swimming Sports

Friday 14rd March



Senior Syndicate Swimming Sports

Friday 14th March



School Gala

Kind regards
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Richard Clarke 

Principal


( -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2008 school calendars

I wish to purchase __________ calendars at $3.00 each

Amount Enclosed $_________  Child’s Name & Room No. __________________________________________

( -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
school tabloid sports - Tuesday 19th of February
I am able to help in the morning with the school tabloids.

Name__________________________________________

Phone Number:_________________

VARDON SCHOOL

PARENT / TEACHER INTERVIEWS
Please complete and return to School by Wednesday 13th February 2008

INTERVIEW FOR:
___________________________________________________





(Parent’s 1st names followed by surname)


For CHILD:
_____________________________
Room:  ___________


For CHILD:
______________________________
Room:  __________


For CHILD:
______________________________
Room:  ___________


Interviews to be held:  Thursday, February 21st, 2008


Please tick time'(s) most suitable



Between 3:10PM and 4:00PM
(


Between 4:00PM and 5:00PM
(


Between 5:40PM and 7:00PM
(


Between 7:00PM and 7:30PM
(

Signed  __________________________

Phone: ___________



 Vardon School Cricket Club

I hope everybody had a great holiday and you are all ready for another exciting and rewarding year at Vardon School. With the great summer weather it’s time to get the cricket organised.  We hope to be able offer a level of cricket suitable for all children but this is dependent on having sufficient people to help out with the coaching and managing of the teams.

Cricket for the junior and middle school is played on a Friday evening, from 5:30 to apx. 7:30 and the Y5/Y6 team play on Saturday mornings from 9:00 to apx 12:00. The available grades are:  Kiwi Cricket (up to Y2) and then Y3, Y4, these teams are all 8 aside (squads of 9 or 10 children). The combined Y5 and Y6 team will also be an 8 aside team playing on the Saturday morning.  We supply all the cricket gear and a Vardon School cricket top so all that is needed is a pair of shorts, sandshoes, a hat, drink bottle, sun protection and plenty of enthusiasm !!! The season runs from Friday 22nd February through to Friday 4th April, but no play on Easter weekend (21st March)
While the grades are labelled with a "Year" they are more dependent on the child’s ability as well as age and the number of children at a similar level to make up a team. We always try and place children at the most suitable level, this way the children get the most enjoyment from the game. To help with this please get the form back to school ASAP – it’s a nightmare to organise teams when I only get half the forms back from children wanting to play by the closing day.
The new season will start on the weekend of Friday the 22nd Feb - SO WE NEED TO ACT NOW TO GET THE TEAMS ORGANISED!!! PLEASE FILL IN THE ATTACHED FORM AND RETURN IT TO SCHOOL TOMORROW OR AT LEAST BY TUESDAY 12th FEBRUARY. After this date I can’t guarantee a spot in a team for children that want to play. 
Thank-you to the parents that helped out with running cricket teams last year, we still need your help again this season. If there are other parents that would like to get involved you are most welcome. You do not have to know how to play the game, just be keen and ready to spend some great fun time with your children and their friends. HJCA is running coaching workshops to give new coaches skills for running practices etc.  So please for your children's sake try and help out. 

So please fill in the form below, indicating how you can help out, and return the form along with $15.00 per child to the Office tomorrow or at least by by the morning of TUESDAY 12th Feb.  If any parents would like more details please phone me (Greg Barkle) at home on 8495-333.

Thanks 

Greg Barkle

Cricket Return Slip:

	Child's name
	Year @ School
	Age
	Room

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


I am able to help with coaching. 
Yes/No

I am able to help with managing a team.  
Yes/No

Amount enclosed: $________ ($15.00 per child)

Parents names:__________________________________  

Home phone number: _____________

_________________________________________________________
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New Entrants School Visits


If you have a child that will be starting in March or April, we are pleased to inform you that we have an afternoon for children and parents to visit on the following days:





Wednesday 27th February from 1.30pm to 3.00pm


Wednesday 2nd April from 1.30pm to 3.00pm





  If you would like to attend please phone 07 849 2451 or call into the school office.  











On behalf of Vardon School staff


and children we would like to welcome the following children to our school:





Room 1	Lexxus Coonor


Room 2	Kail MacKenzie


Room 3	Fetapa Laumahea


Room 5	Bronsyn Beach


Room 6	Kori Baylie


Room 6	Emma Griffin


Room 6	Emmerson McAnnalley


Room 6	Paris-Jade Morgan


Room 6	Willie Mulipola


Room 6	Stacey Palmer


Room 6	Arash Parwani


Room 7	Tyrell Osborne


Room 8	Katalina Laumahea


Room 8	Heidi Thomas


Room 8	Arena Ruaporo


Room 9	Zac Thorn


Room 10	Layton Ruaporo


Room 14	Jacob Miller











	








FREE EAR CLINIC SERVICE FOR CHILDREN





Glue Ear Assessment and Management


Treatment of Discharging Ears


Grommet Checks


Wax/Foreign Body Removal





Clinic Days:  Monday / Tuesday / Wednesday


8.30am – 1.00pm





Please note that we are unable to make appointments for this service.





Contact Phone Number:  021 976 474


Closed Public Holidays/School Holidays





SCHOOL STATIONERY





  By now your child should have brought home a stationery list.  Please make sure that you put the child’s name and room number clearly on the outside of an envelope with the list and payment inside.  Stationery orders can be dropped off to the office.  All orders will then be delivered to the child’s classroom





Vardon School provides stationery for all children at very competitive prices.  Orders will be processed through the school office and books will be packaged up and sent to the child’s class.





The special Back to School prices will remain only until Friday 22rd February so get in quick and order your stationery.








�





Updating Parent/Caregiver Details


If you have had a change of address or work phone numbers please make sure the school office has the updated information.  It is essential for contacting parents/caregivers in an emergency.
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